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Gunther Garrett 


Gunther, John Inside Russia Today 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—May 


John Gunther’s book sets out acquaint the American 
reader with the political and cultural life contempor- 
ary Russia. However, his presentation the author 
wanders far form his announced theme. dips into 
Russian history, Russian foreign relations, Marxist 
theory, etc. Nevertheless the chapters which treat 
present day Russian life are great interest. For these 
Gunther used not only the material gathered personally 
the R., but also much the copious litera- 
ture English. list these can found one 
the appendices. One must admit that the most 
useful feature the book the author’s attempt 
present detailed characterization the Soviet Union. 
even notes such observations the introduction 
125 ruble fee for induced miscarriage despite generally 
free medical service (p. 329), the recommendation 
doctors that homework for high school students cur- 
tailed (pp. 254f.) among other interesting points. 


the other hand notable quantity errors has 
found their way into this book. These can traced 
four sources: the author’s propensity (partiality?) 
jump conclusions, his unawareness the history 
point under discussion, the inaccuracy the author’s 
information, and the influence stories circulated 
the West about the early years the Soviet regime. 


example the author’s first category mistakes, 
there his remark the discontent manifested 
various Soviet nationalities: national groups, 
the Georgians are probably the most dissatisfied; next 
the Esthonians and Letts” (p. Why put first 
place 2,248,000 Georgians who have been part the 
since the revolution while not even men- 
tioning the Lithuanians (pop. over 2,400,000) and the 
eastern Poles, Ruthenians and others annexed agree- 
ment with the Nazis 1939 (estimated Catholic popu- 
lation over 8,000,000)? addition, all three Baltic 
republics, Catholic Lithuania well Protestant 
Esthonia and Latvia, which gained independence 
1918 and soon earned the respect the free world, 
were annexed the Soviet Union only force. 
was scarcely necessary visit the estab- 
lish the political preference these nations; was 
enough know the history World War from 
official documents. 


Gunther further manifests ignorance specific labor 
history when mentions the labor law April 25, 
1956. interesting development workers 
now have the right change jobs without permission; 
that did not exist before” (p. 371). Why “an in- 
teresting July, 1940, there had 
been freedom choice place and type work. 
only the proximity war made the Soviet government 
tie the worker his job. After the war’s end 
abundance Soviet sources revealed that this restric- 
tion militated against the best interests the plants 
themselves, and actual fact was not observed. 


And for legalization abortion, was scarcely the 
desire clamping down “black market abortionists” 
(p. 329) which led legalization. The principal reason 
was simply the lack living space which forced the 


government legalize that which they could not 


vent. 

Uncritical acceptance glib misinformation results 
this statement: the majority (of the eight hundred 
Moscow schools) have been built since 1946” (p. 254), 
whereas official Soviet sources state that the 677 


Moscow schools before the war, 367 had been built 


tween 1933-1938, and only 103 since the war (cf. Great 
Soviet Encyclopedia). The others are pre-revolutionary, 
The fable about early “nationalization women” (p, 
329) merits about much serious attention would 
story the “nationalization men” the early 
years the revolution. But Gunther includes it, 
does many other similar fables, thus weakening his 
presentation considerably. Nevertheless, the book 
read, and perhaps should be, those seriously in- 
terested Soviet affairs. 

Constantine Krypton, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Garrett, James And Save Them for Pallbearers 
Messner. Apr. $3.95. (III) 


Pete Donatti, the protagonist this novel, staff 
sergeant and member American army infantry 
division which fighting the Germans Western 
Europe 1944 and 1945. addition Donatti, the 
story emphasizes the actions certain other members 
the division, notably Captain Kenneth Flaggler, Com- 
manding Officer Charlie Company; Lieutenant Sam 
Crawford, Commanding Officer the third platoon; 
and enlisted men such John Curry, Charles Stein, 
Jaro Thrumm and Lewandowski. The division 
breaches the Siegfried Line and moves against the 
fictional town Moine. After costly battle Moine, 
the unit pushes farther eastward and fights the 
fictional forest Shemai and other locations the 
road Berlin. Sergeant Donatti severely wounded 
the knee Moine, and shipped back 
army hospital Paris. There Donatti falls love 
with his nurse, Lieutenant Abby Winslow. She returns 
his affection, and after able walk about—though 
will now have permanent limp—Donatti and 
Abby spend war-clouded “idyllic” furlough together. 
Although Donatti declared unfit for active duty, 
leaves the hospital surreptiously and returns his 
comrades the front. finally killed German 
machine-gunner Mittenfeld after the bloody crossing 
the fictional River. The remnants Donatti’s 
division push forward. 


This first novel James Garrett demonstrates his forte 


and his weakness writer. narrator battle 


scenes Mr. Garrett excellent. The infantry struggles 
against the Germans Moine and the River Bliit are 
brilliantly described. There the rawness, the despera- 
tion, the confusion, and the brutality line combat. 
There the cowardice, the occasions chance, the 
occasions valor, and the minute battle observations 
that only first-hand experience infantry fighting 
could convey. The battle scenes this novel are the 
equal any such that have ever been described 
other American writing. The scenes are crushing 
their impact and dynamic their realism. 
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When Donatti hospitalitzd and meets Abby Winslow 
about the middle the book, the story his snag. 
Mr. Garrett’s love idyll dull and hackneyed. Let 
grant that such nurse-warrior affair during wartime 
must suffer because the inevitable comparison 
Hemingway’s Lieutenant Henry and Catherine Bark- 
ley. Mr. Garrett does not bring freshness, beauty, 
doom his romance although 
attempts so. The clichés are thunderous and 
kissed him suddenly, savagely, “You 
talk too much,’ she said.” getting that almost 
every novel the present time—and for some years 
the lovers kisses “savagely” and com- 
mences the sexual act with the “You talk too much” 
statement. Jean Kerr could, undoubtedly, write 
amusing satire such 


addition the tedium the love affair, the novel 
suffers from hero who not particularly likable. 
Sam Crawford likable; and even Captain Flaggler, 
who unstable, coward, and weakling, and who 
cracks mentally the Battle Bliit River, presented 
sympathetic fashion. may not like Flaggler, 
but understand him; feel sorry for him. the 
other hand, Donatti, who the hero, simply magni- 
ficently brave, and that all. seems robot, 
unhuman. was reared the slums Detroit, and 
learned through the struggles his youth. are 
given number reasons the author why should 
sympathy with Donatti, but Donatti himself in- 
validates these reasons. not memorable char- 
acter. Granted the bad influence his boyhood en- 
vironment, more appropriate for gangster novel. 
needs bit Flaggler’s human weakness, and 
bit Crawford’s quality being “nice guy.” Donatti 
practically Nietzschean superman, and Nietzsche 


not make sympathetic heroes unless 


have weird sense values. This novel actually 
breaks apart the character Donatti. 


This novel not just ordinary effort. Mr. Garrett 
has considerable talent and narrative ability, but has 
wrecked what could have been outstanding novel. 
had avoided the Hollywood love episode and 
humanized his hero, might have written great 
novel. the book stands however illustrates, among 
other things, that significant first novel one the 
rare achievements life. Mr. Garrett started down 
the right road, but never reached his destination. 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Arkell, Reginald The Round House 
Reynal. Apr. 15,1958. 190p. $3.50. (1) 


Around the time the Wars the Roses, there was 
era economic history, when English wool was 
much-prized commodity the trading centers 
Europe and the Cotswolds—an extensive and elevated 
tract grazing land Gloucestershire—were the do- 
main the wealthy sheep barons. But the demands 
modern living have made sheep-raising there alto- 
gether unrewarding, and apparently you can tramp for 
miles these days across that vast table-land without 
hearing the bleat lamb. 


Arkell Schoonover 


Now it’s secret that writers have long been the job 
translating just such economic shift into terms 
the heart-rending repercussions causes human lives. 
can risky business, especially the writer chooses 
center his story upon orphan Boy and sheepdog 
named Nell. Complications begin when farmer in- 
troduces new type sheep—small, rugged and need- 
ing little care—in hopes the experiment will 
sheep-raising can again profitable the land. One 
day, however, Nell accused the considerable crime 
“worrying” the new flocks, and the Law steps 
away with the suspected culprit. But the Boy has 
friends. There’s Chris, young lawyer from London. 
has become fed with traces cynicism he’s un- 
covered among the magistrates and barristers the 
capital and has now settled down write book 
derelict Round House, which once served obser- 
vation tower and present only landmark the 
countryside. Somewhat reluctantly and the urging 
Lady Hampnett, the wife the local and 
mother nice girl he’s interested in, Chris takes the 
case defending Nell. Lady Hampnett, should 
said, slightly overwhelming personage who isn’t 
afraid make vigorous use the spur when pursuit 
the moment’s fancy—be gambling, gardening, 
nursing personal dislike for flint-hearted farmer. 
Then there’s rich American with Cadillac who 
turns out distant kinsman the boy. 


From this, you may possibly suspect that, all the 
sheep have disappeared, they are still harvesting fine 
crop Corn the Cotswolds. Reginald Arkell, how- 
ever, finished writer and knows what he’s about. 
sketches his collection characters with firm 
hand: few brisk strokes, minimum detail, and 
the essentials are all place. (The same may said 
for the many illustrations Goodall.) Further, 
knows what stress and strain his fragile material can 
successfully withstand, and handles the entire situation 
with assured skill and quiet display wit. And 
happy say, the gossamer his whimsy, when once 
aloft, stays magically airborne throughout the telling 


his pleasing tale. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Schoonover, Lawrence The Revolutionary 
Little, Brown. 495p. $5.00. (IIb) 


Born the son humble Scots gardener 1745 that 
year Scottish disaster, Jock Paul, later blaze across 
history’s horizon John Paul Jones, grew early man- 
hood that aura shame which enveloped crushed 
Scotland. With opportunity lacking and education 
limited the dominie’s school, Jock Paul learned early 
that was prey driving ambition which nothing 
but success could satisfy. His older brother Willie was 
pressed aboard British man-o’-war but escaped and 
fell heir combined tailoring-smuggling business 
Virginia. the hope establishing chandlery which 
would profitable evading British taxes, Jock per- 
suaded businessman send him Virginia. There, 
cooperation with Willie and Colonel Fields, whose 
daughter Kitty became his betrothed, established 
the chandlery and made immediately profitable. 
apt was business that Fielding persuaded him 
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act the former’s representative cruise the 
legal yet despised triangel trade—slavery. 


the slave trade Jock’s efficiency made him dazzingly 
successful series adventures which introduced 
him Bombarda, Portuguese factor, Dolores, the 
slave girl whose charms later succumbed and 
Don Jesu Silva Villanueva, Spanish grandee, slaver 
and parttime pirate. Upon his return Virginia Jock’s 
secret exposed with Fielding disowning him and Kitty 
breaking their troth. Jock returned slaving and even 
greater success but again with failure the end 
lost ship and fortune. interlude Shakespearean 
acting the West Indies, further success trading 
nullified the toils the law, venture piracy 
under specious letters marque and finally back 
Virginia where the ferment revolution was waft 
him onto the clouds fame. 


America again with Read and Hewes and Smith 
finally manoeuvered into commission the embry- 
onic American Navy. the same time lost his 
heart Dorothea Dandridge and gained, thought, 
her love. John Paul Jones, was known prevent 
embarrassment from the past, engineered the successful 
raid Nassau, led successful prize cruise his first 
command and then with small squadron sailed the 
North cripple Gentleman Johnny Burgoyne’s supply 
lines. was partially successful but again worked 
his way into personal difficulties and found himself 
facing legal actions galore. the same time lost 
Dorothea Patrick Henry. But then, through Mr. 
Langdon’s political influence, came the command 
the Ranger, whose cruise from France resulted the 
raid Whitehaven, the abortive attempt kidnap 
the Earl Selkirk and finally the capture the Drake. 
Here again personal animosity piled further trouble 
for Jones. popular hero France and the first 
flush the Franco-American alliance Jones then re- 
ceived the ill-fated squadron, composed the Bon- 
homme Richard, the Alliance and several other vessels, 
which was annoy the English but which failed 
signally because the prize-taking proclivities the 
French masters. There was, however, the successful 
capture Serapis and then nothing more until war’s 
end. 


When peace was signed further commission could 
found for Jones the American Navy even though 
himself begged for squadron chastise the Dey 
Algiers. Finally accepted commission from Cath- 
erine Russia, won her Black Sea battle against 
Turkish fleet and thereby ice-free port, only fall 
into disgrace when refused become her lover. 
was rescued the Comte Segur but died shortly 
after France. 


what seems semi-novel with chronological 
interpolations Mr. Schoonover has given one the 
partially accepted historical interpretations the Jones 
career with, however, tendency excuse the shadier 
parts. has pictured Jones man driven ambi- 
tion “make rich” and thus escape his lower status, 
man driven remorse conscience, man with 
love for the English, man who later translated his 
own ambition for success into rationalization that all 
men should free some nebulous fashion. can- 
not quite obscure Jones’ penchant for getting into per- 


SELLERs 


sonal difficulties with other men and excuses the 
ground that Jones saw nothing but future success and 
hence was impatient with anything anyone who 
threatened stand its way. feels that Jones 
was driven bitterness when love failed him but plays 
down the idea that maybe was only simple case 
self-interest. Jones credited with high quality 
ship, business acumen, energy, competence, knowledge 
and determination. all the picture somewhat 
more favorable than the ordinary historian would 
espouse. The book was well planned and fairly 
written but the historical interpolations, the lengthy 
gaps action and the very lengthy attention minor 
incidents tend make drag somewhat. The 
sary inclusion incidents cruelness, such Cath. 
erine’s punishment the young noblewoman, sexual 
and other immorality make the book unsuitable for any 
but adult readers whom deserves high recom- 
mendation. 


O’Connor, Mary Thy Wedded Husband 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 10,1958. 222p. $3.50. 
The “I” this story Mollie McPhillips who lives 
comfortably village England called Fairbridge. 
Mollie has, she says, “what every woman wants 
said want—a half-timbered house rural coun- 
try, car, Hoover, and servants own.” Mollie 
sometimes questions “if life with enough tang 
not, the material out which and thousands 
like fashion our salvation.” Her problem “the 
heterogeneous collection things housewife had 
through one moment and says Get Hoover 
mended. Write school doctor: get methylated spirit, 
Elastoplast. Give another shake and says: Darning 
wool, call cleaners, fire-lighters, ink blotting 
paper. Sometimes wish could any single- 
minded activity more like sewing basket, for- 
ever being tidied and forever untidy.” 


Life begins tidier for Mollie when newcomer 
Fairbridge, Elinor Wilson, dynamic, restless, and with 
sharp interest other people’s affairs, takes Mollie 
friendly project, persuading her that her time, 
and household, and she herself need organized. 
The process proceeds reasonably successfully although 
not Mollie’s nature push and pull people and 
things into line, until becomes obvious that Mollie’s 
husband, Harold, spending far more than the neces 
sary time helping Gina Marden, old friend recently 
settled Fairbridge, manipulate her affairs. Mollie 
driven deep and deeper into herself, unable bring 
the situation into open discussion, unable eventually 
even pray. 

Mollie attractive woman, sympathetic, deeply at- 
tached her husband, children and home, realistic, 
humorous, and, like the rest us, longing real, 
vital self, and failing, least her own judgment, 
measure what she thinks “other women” are 
do. She neither saccharine nor sentimental, and 
tries face her life forthright way with more than 
average humor and honesty. she finishes her last 
entry this undated diary, nothing much has been 
resolved her affairs. But her her 
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cency, her fundamental Catholic belief, have brought 
her point where she can willingly and hopefully 
with her day day living. 

Mary O’Connor has given close view this family 
and its way life entirely through Mollie. The book 
full quotable passages. Details are sharp, and 
there much sound, quiet, somtimes rueful, humor. 
matter fact, this quiet book, but very read- 


able. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Blanton, Margaret Gray 
The Miracle Bernadette 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 7,1958. 288p. $4.00. 


Bernadette Lourdes was published 1939 and im- 
mediately became something conversation piece 
because the author, addition being the wife 
well known psychiatrist, was the first non-Catholic 
relate the story. honor the hundredth anniversary 
the apparitions Lourdes, Mrs. Blanton’s book has 
been republished under the title The Miracle Berna- 
dette. edition includes forward written 
Father Beauchesne Thornton, Book Editor the 
Catholic Digest. 

Most writers approach the controversial subject 
Lourdes from either the “Catholic” 
point view. Mrs. Blanton does not; she operates 
simply reporter interpreter and carefully avoids 
passing judgment, even implication. Although the 
author obviously did great deal research for the 
book and uses abundant documentation, her scholar- 
ship never obtrusive. Nor she romantic senti- 
mental her biography the frail, uneducated, peas- 
ant girl who belongs “neither one organization nor 
one time place but who, all the canons 
human drama, universal.” Mrs. Blanton skillful 
writer and she transforms the story Lourdes into 
vivid and impressive experience for the reader. She 
has gone the original records for her facts and has 
included the book many the delightful and amus- 
ing exchanges between Bernadette and her interro- 
gators, her visitors, and her Sisters. the epilogue the 
author explains the composition and function the 
medical board which examines and passes claims 
cures from organic illness. The histories Charles 
McDonald and Louise Jamain, both cured 1936, are 
presented detail. 

However, for both author and reader the greatest 
miracle all Bernadette, the uneducated child who 
faced the harrowing inquisitions which she was sub- 
jected with simple dignity and was more than match 
for civil and ecclesiastical authorities; the pain-racked 
Sister Marie-Bernard who accepted both persecution 
and adulation with humility and humor. Pére 
Cros has said, “What overwhelms, what striking— 
the infirmity, the smallness, the ineptitude, the mul- 
tiple disproportion between this girl and the thing that 
she has accomplished.” Although Mrs. Blanton’s simple, 
beautifully written story the apparitions and their 
incredible effects absorbing, her touching and 
intimate revelation very human and lovable Saint 
that grips the mind and heart the reader. After 
finishing this book will difficult for one forget 


Blanton Weinreb 


the amazing girl who, when asked why she had been 
chosen for the apparitions, answered with characteristic 
insight and humility, “If the Blessed Virgin could have 
found someone more ignorant than she would have 
chosen her; she found under pebble and picked 


up.” 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen The Copper Scrolls 
Putnam. Apr. 320p. $3.95. (IV) 


Sooner later some novelist was bound find his 
way the matter the Qumran community; the wide- 
spread news the excavations near the Dead Sea 
stirred the imaginations comparatively stolid news- 
paper readers, and young novelists search subject 
are far from stolid. Nathaniel Norsen Weinreb’s The 
Copper Scrolls attempt reconstruct, back- 
ground for love affair, the last days the now famous 
community. Some the reconstruction good enough 
make one lament that the book whole shallow 
and rather tawdry. 


Mr. Weinreb takes his title from, and centers his story 
about, the strange copper scrolls which, because their 
physical material, have given scholars 
problems. pictures them having been ordered 
the leader the sect and executed Kandane, 
apprentice blacksmith from Antioch who imported 
into the community this one job. Though slave, 
Kandane extraordinary sort person; there are 
all sorts hints about his birth—they definitely point 
toward some dramatic revelation which never quite 
comes off—and highly regarded senator who 
provides for his education. very popular with 
women and besieged by, and succumbs to, even 
exalted personage the senator’s ward. Kandane 
told inscribe the scrolls the hiding places the 
treasure Qumran. Since gold his god, carefully 
memorizes the locations, intending get hold the 
wealth some way. Eventually, however, Qumran 
and the love Lia, good though coquettish woman, 
are too much for Kandane’s avarice; the smith kills 
some Romans who are planning steal the treasure, 
flees Antioch, then returns with help rescue Lia 
before the legions Titus seize Qumran. arrives 
time see the destruction the community, but 
manages hide the scrolls and bring Lia out safely, 
leaving the buried treasure untouched. 

Some the details this fiction are really good bits 
creation and there some semblance reality 
the community imagined Mr. Weinreb. 
Moreover, the ending the story generates some real 
excitement. The novel is, however, naive, despite the 
fact that the author has done some careful reading. 
The naiveté appears Mr. Weinreb’s making the good 
patriarch speak not really would have spoken but 
with the religious indifference wished into his mind 
charitable but not very understanding twentieth- 
century novelist; appears also boyish explorations 
into the nature and use “Greek fire” and general 
air swashbuckling violence. The book might have 
been good one for youngsters, but its lurid sexuality 
precludes recommeding them. Even this matter 
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Mr. Weinreb writes immature way; his treatment 
sex resembles the wildly erotic and unreal romanti- 
cizings misguided adolescent. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Hales, 
The Catholic Church the Modern World 
Hanover House. Apr. 302p. $4.50. (I) 


just under three hundred pages the author manages 
give excellent picture the policies and activities 
the Papacy and the Church during the political and 
social upheavals the past two centuries. From the 
days Pius Pius XII the Supreme Pontiffs have 
been forced wage constant battle for the spiritual 
independence the Church, and this singleness 
purpose which explains the changing and times 
seemingly contradictory policies the Vatican its 
political and social relations with governments and its 
attitude toward factions within the Church. 

After introductory chapter the eighteenth cen- 
tury, Mr. Hales begins his detailed account with the 
crisis the French Revolution and its violent persecu- 
tion the Church. Then follow brief but well sum- 
marized accounts the Church’s efforts secure peace 
and freedom the Concordat with Napoleon, the 
troubles with conservative governments during the 
Restoration period, the rise liberalism and national- 
ism, the loss the Papal States, the Vatican Council, 
the revival the Church Protestant Europe, the 
Kulturkampf and French and Italian anticlericalism, 
Leo XIII and the social question, Modernism, vain 
efforts secure peace two world wars, the rise 
totalitarianism, the spread Communism. Four full 
chapters and sections others are given account 
the development the Church America. the 
story unfolds the reader cannot but surprised the 
power and influence which the Popes and the Church 
have wielded during period noted for its secular- 
ism, radicalism and religious indifference, power rec- 
ognized even hostile rulers and critics and which 
they have often tried destroy use for their own 
ends. Noting how the Church has been criticized for 
opposing not taking the leadership new move- 
ments which later became dominant trends, the author 
emphasizes must judge its stand contemporary 
ideas and conditions not later developments. 


The style easy and readable and while the book 
packed with names, facts and events, never seems 
crowded gives the impression catalogue sum- 
mary. Nor does the author attempt present 
idealized picture, the wisdom certain policies ques- 
tioned, the shortcomings and mistakes individuals 
noted but the final impression one amazement that 
the Church has been able accomplish much and 
exercise such influence spite the defeats and losses 
inflicted the hostile forces this secularistic age. 
And while some background knowledge modern his- 
tory necessary follow and appreciate the story, 
means work only for historians and scholars 
but one that any college student could read with profit 


and interest. 
Francis Gallagher, 
University Scranton 


Hales Camp Gage 


Doubleday. Apr. 360p. $3.95. 

This novel with unique plot. Alexander 
Great decides send elephant his friend, 
totle the Philosopher. The difficulty that 
India and Aristotle Athens. So, the duty 
delivering the elephant entrusted Leon 
who proceeds write the story the first person. The 
various misadventures which occur show how loosely 
Alexander’s empire was welded together. 


The book seems result tremendous research, 
Here typical sentence two “Down the long slop: 
the north bank the Kithairon rode, 
Oedipous Thebes was exposed infant, 
wan winter sun cast long shadows through the oaks, 
Ah, woe! more did proud Thebes the Seven 
Gates overlook the Ismenian Plain, for Alexander had 
razed the city ten years before. left standing only 
the temples and the house Pindaros. The descend. 
ants the poet who dwelt this house were almost 
the only Thebans neither slain 


unusual feature this book the attempt made 
differentiate the various races having them speak 
dialect—thus Leon speaks Scotch dialect 
Aristotle speaks with lisp that makes you 
and the author himself uses many unusual words 
which not help for clarity—forbye, chaffering, fell 
fighters, medimnos. 
This book that you feel you should like, that 
will improve your appreciation the Greek Culture 
“whence are sprung.” However, found 
ing. This due least partly the loosely strung 
together incidents. You never really become absorbed 
any one them. The book has this common 
with Xenephon’s Anabasis (frequently mentioned 
the book)—it good for learning Greek and about 
Greeks but not the type book you would put your 
bag when you leave for your Summer vacation. 


The author has written books. Cosmic Manhunt 
and The Wheels are two his fiction books; Lost 
Continents and The Evolution Naval Weapons are 
two his more serious works. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Gage, William Jr. 

Appointment With Dishonor 
Little, Brown. 184p. $3.50. (Ila) 
The purpose this story cast light present 
conditions Cyprus. Although fictional account 
and may loosely classed novel, the author 
more interested making clear the tragedy the 
present situation than developing character illus 
trate his point. chooses the case history Lt. Col. 
Mallory who sent Cyprus help maintain order 
after the debacle Egypt. Mallory brave field 
officer who the course his career has won the 
M.C. and D.S.O. one his first operations his in- 
telligent handling schoolboy saboteur helps him 
get acquainted with the boy’s teacher, Helena Artemis, 
zealous pro-Cypriot. While deciding whether 
marry the young lady, the situation worsens when 
certain Evagoras, second command the revolution 
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captured and condemned hang. reprisal the 
terrorists ambush Mallory and promised his life 
and freedom away with the young lady will 
tell the exact place where Evagoras kept, that 
rescue can affected. Mallory resists all attempts 
extract that information from him until the terrorists 
are the act emasculating him. Cynically, the 
Cypriot leader, has learned what wanted 
know, condemns Mallory death and sends 
Orthodox priest hear his confession. Mallory, aghast 
what has done, kills the priest and guard and 
escapes; but, rather than live out his life with the blot 
betrayal his military honor, makes his way 
the port where the guns and ammunition necessary for 
the rescue are being brought in, and with heroic 
gesture goes down holocaust glory. 


While this story interesting itself, gives thinking 
adults something ponder over; and that important. 
William Schweder, 


Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Boles, Paul Darcy Parton’s Island 
Macmillan. Apr. 8,1958. $3.75. (I) 

would interesting speculate the number 
books, plays and poems that have been constructed 
around island their locale. island more 
than geographic definition. place refuge, 
peace and solitude, independence and separation 
from the mainland society. place volun- 
tary compulsory “isolation,” whether its name 
state mind. Mr. Paul Darcy Boles, transplanted 
Mid-Westerner now living Georgia, has finally suc- 
combed the island-locale genre novel his latest 


book. 


Parton’s Island, (named after the principal character 
the book), island bend the river off the 
Alabama shore not far from the Gulf. Being unin- 
habited, save for wild game, duly occupied 
young Parton Ninvale, sixteen-year-old native Ala- 
baman described his mother “the one Ninvale 
who ever got retarded, all the rest made their mark 
ordinary ways” and his younger though smarter friend, 
William ((Billy-boy) Temple, recently arrived from 
Ohio and the chronicler all subsequent events. The 
island for both lads place where life may lived 
simplicity and freedom, where the only laws are 
natural ones, paradise trees and springs, woods 
and fish, and dreamy timelessness. 


The story their simple island existence moves peace- 
fully along like the river surrounding them. They suc- 
ceed building their own cabin which seems have 
quelled any incipient desires join that vast organiza- 
tion American youth commonly referred Juve- 
nile Delinquents Incorporated. There was the one 
notable exception, Halloween prank which they 
took part only the insistence their schoolmates 
and which almost ended minor disaster. Other- 
wise nothing marred their blissful life the island 
save marauding expedition launched against their 
Peace and security their erst-while friends, and that 
was successfully repulsed. The major catastrophe, the 


Boles Reid 


one that ended this beautiful dream, was invasion 
more serious than that Yankee armies during the 
Civil War, although stemming from the same material- 
istic North; but this time battleground brick 
and mortar. The island purchased smart group 
real-estate operators for the rapidly expanding com- 
munity, bridge built connecting with the main- 
land, and Parton’s island becomes extension 
Jones Sub-Division with its mean, little houses and 
ugly streets. Parton and Billy are unsuccessful against 
the encroachments economics and suburban expan- 
sion, and find that the bow and arrow are impotent 
against bulldozers and cement. their last journey 
from the island the main shore, the midst 
frightening storm, their craft sinks, and Parton swept 
away into land far away where “you don’t have 
worry about people taking your island away.” 


Parton’s island meant more than money shiny toys 
those two boys. For them was, the words 
Billy’s father, fierce quiet flame—the belonging 
what they are, realizing what they are. Realizing they 
are and belong nothing that was ever advertised, 
that their privacy and holiness are their Mr. 
Boles has written book quiet charm, especial 
appeal that portion the male population, young 
old, who are search dream, place devoid 
non-essentials, peaceful island the river where 
one may drink the spring waters inner peace and 
contentment. 


Reid, Victor Stafford The Leopard 
Viking. Apr. 7,1958. 159p. $3.00. 


This strange tale has its setting the glorious country 
Kenya British East Africa, and more specifically 
the land the Kikuyu. land forest and 
game, extending from the mountain called Kenya 
Ngong and beyond, rich humus—as the author notes 
—and equally rich hate. land which under- 
stood not the white man who seeks conquer 
the black man who strives retain it. “Only the 
leopard understands it, for avoids the strong and 
eats the wounded and weak.” the tragic hero 
this latest novel the distingueshed Jamaican jour- 
nalist Victor Reid, member the Kikuyu tribe 
employed Bwana Gibson houseboy. Msabu 
Gibson, the Bwana’s young wife, has affair with 
Nebu during her husband’s absence which culminates 
the birth infant son, the subsequent murder 
his wife the Bwana who eventually goes mad. 
The tale unfolds Nebu stalks the white man through 
the jungle, pursuit which graphically narrated 
language and thought permeated with native animism. 
His motive not hate for “there was too much gravity 
his hate hate, but more, the tragedy truth, 
simply constructed only saints would build live 
it.’ Nebu finally overtakes Gibson, kills him with 
his spear, although seriously wounded the encounter, 
scene witnessed the young son the Msabu Gib- 
son who meets his real father for the first time. The 
slow, agonizing and tortuous return through the jungle 
the wounded Nebu. literally smelling death, and 
the crinnled child, made susnenseful the stealthy 
pursuit the leonard. scene the close, 
the leopard “power and glory the arrogant slant 
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the head, the exposed fangs, the three-inch claws un- 
sheating” kills the child before the eyes the stricken 
father. party English soldiers arrives moments 
later and their leader, young lieutenant, after killing 
the leopard sees the apparently dead Nebu lying the 
cave, but never lives appreciate Nebu’s last thrust, 
“Great One, the African sang his head, give long 
knives.” 


Mr. Reid has written novel which contains passages 
lyric beauty and which approaches times Biblical 
sublimity expression. The primitive grandeur the 
Kikuyu, ranked among the keenest and most intelligent 
peoples Africa, achieves epic stature Nebu, the 
outlaw hero this brilliantly written tale. For Nebu, 
the leopard “that ugly evil waiting for him, disfigur- 
ing the beautiful valley. Horrifying him mamba 
coiled Communion Cup.” expresses terse 
language primitive code when says “and obeyed 
and grew and were taught the spear and panga and not 
lie. This was the law where man obeys the 
law, there his The leopard poised 
shadowy outline against background animism and 
Mau Mauism symbolizes the racial conflicts which have 
created the tragedy Kenya. 


Loring, Emilie Behind the Cloud 
Little, Brown. Apr. $3.50. 


This the kind book that makes reviewer think, 
“Why could write one better than that!” might 
described slightly aged Sue Barton, Student 
Nurse. 

Delight Tremaine, beautiful sister Major Jim Tre- 
maine, goes Alaska her widower brother’s 
hostess important military installation. There 
handsome Lieutenant Bill Mason, self-important Cap- 
tain Steele, Tamara, the Indian servant, her man Jed 
Crane, and whole campfull lonely officers, all 
smitten Delight’s blond glamor. 

When Delight arrives, she cannot remember the events 
immediately following the death Jim’s wife, Gerry. 
She wonders the reserve Jim Mason, and the in- 
sinuations Steele. Mrs. Bently, the local Perle Mesta, 
organizes cruise through the ice fields, and Jim assigns 
Bill Delight’s escort. The day before the cruise, 
Delight meets charming stranger who says 
college student field trip, Alaskan flora 
and fauna. 

Meanwhile, back the base, Bill Mason catches Jed 
Crane, Steele’s orderly, reading Mason’s mail. With 
Jed the guard house, Mason asks Tamara try and 
find out what Steele wants Jed find out. 

The cruise turns into adventure. Delight, Bill and 
Indian guide ashore look for arrowheads. 
iceberg breaks and they are marooned overnight. The 
Indian guide turns out the college student who 
turns out spy for “an unfriendly nation.” De- 
light and Bill capture him and return the base, 
showered with accolades. 

Steele realizes that Delight love with Mason, and 
his anger jars her memory the lost weeks. She 
rushes Jim’s office, find Mason making general 
unbelievable. Everything comes out the wash, and 


Loring Gaines Grisman 


Best SELLERs 


the right people get married and walk off into the 
sunset. 
Behind the Cloud can’t possibly anybody any harm, 
and might enjoyed teenager who has finshed 
all her Nancy Drew mysteries. 
Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Gaines, Diana Marry Anger 
Doubleday. Apr. 309p. $3.95. (IV) 

The night before their wedding Tom Balley, wealthy 
member prominent mercantile family Chicago, 
tells his intended bride, Gillian March, that cannot 


marry her; that is, fact, love with another 


woman whom refuses name. insists upon 
the marriage and secures the support Tom’s older 


brother, Clydie, whose wife, ironically enough, the 


other woman the case and has been Tom’s mistress 
for long time. Forced family pressure through 
with the wedding plans, Tom and Gillian are married, 
under agreement which states that they will live 
ostensibly man and wife for one year, after which 
time there will divorce and Gillian will receive 
financial settlement. 

Gillian determined humiliate her husband; she 
certain that she hates him; she makes their married life 
difficult possible; and, all things considered, 
probably the most hysterical, self-centered, unpleasant 
heroine the American novel has seen for many year. 
But, you might guess, “love” enters the scene just 
the year trial about end; and, because some- 
thing went “wrong” somewhere, there going 
baby; and Gillian “knows” will little girl; and 
Tom and Gillian will live happily ever after; and God 
knows that good thing because one else his 
her right mind would want either one them. 


The background the depression thirties Chicago 
and its suburbs, with one brief excursion the French 
Riviera. brittle and shallow novel about brittle and 
shallow people, Marry Anger poorly written, with 
evidences anything vaguely approaching “style.” 
The general treatment amoral rather than immoral 
since the author seems incapable, along with her char- 
acters, distinguishing between right and wrong. 
the book possesses any virtue whatever, found 
interesting photographic dust-jacket; and $3.95 
lot money pay out for dust-jacket, however 


interesting. 
Stephen Ryan, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Grisman, Arnold Early Rise 


Harper. 246p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Early Rise flat two-dimensional account the 
affairs Bill Roth, who has vowed make 
barrels money time flat. its credit 
said that the method for doing does not involve 
gimmick; instead Bill gets interested the exporting 
business, and works hard make it. 


The story might compared documentary news 
reel the life Mr. Average Citizen, with the usual 
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ups and downs, and the usual cross-currents chance 
encounters. The newsreel well done, for Bill Roth 
tells his story straight-forwardly the first person; but 
there not that special quality insight into the spir- 
nature the human being that have the right 
expect novel worth our time. There some 
limited sense values which seems motivate the 
characters this book, but even these values 
are not sufficiently significant worth much effort. 
cannot expect all writers present their matter 
from the same frame reference; the Christian and 
non Christian will differ fundamentally some view- 
points. 


However, have cultural heritage which dis- 
tinguishes from our remote forebears. Early Rise 
neglects this heritage. interesting enough story 
written with considerable care, but particular 
significance. Several scenes, which incidentally add 
very little the development the novel, would make 
impossible recommend this book everyone, even 
part-time reading. will not find objection- 
able this score, but may question its worth other 


regards. 
Brother John, F.S.C., 
Dean, Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Roberts, Cecil Love Like That 
Coward-McCann. Apr. 1,1958. 287p. $3.75. 
The seaside resort Ligurio the Italian Riviera 
provides the locale for this latest Cecil Roberts’ 
novels. The cast characters drawn mainly from 
the English colony that, Victorian and Edwardian 
days, had once been young and reeking with magnani- 
mous influence, but now old and eking out its retire- 
ment incomes straightened two world in- 
flation and currency restrictions. 


the colony has aged, have the expatriates. The 
octogenarian vicar, the Rev. Tobias Smollett, who reads 
the lesson each Sunday service but has not preached 
years, starts the ball rolling. Absentmindedly fumb- 
ling for his text, chances upon the Song Solomon 
and, once launched upon its reading, with typical 
British doggedness decides see through. His 
exquisite reading the sensuous imagery rattles among 
the members his congregation various chains recol- 
lection which the good vicar remains piously un- 
aware. 


What memories Solomon’s Song stirs the minds 
Aubrey Wellington, sixtyish, distinguished conductor 
and composer; Mr. Henry Crackenthorpe, ninetyish 
and irascible; and the mysterious, white-haired and 
still attractive Mrs. Cullender, who leads the life 
recluse her villa above the church—these constitute 
the three main variations the theme, “Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.” 
Their separate experiences with love that defies 
quenching make the bulk the novel. 


Aubrey Wellington’s memories are still fresh and free. 
has just returned from excursion Munich 
where had conducted concert. There had en- 
countered young American musical student, Anne 
Beveridge. May and December were buffeted the 


Roberts Park 


same gusty passion and there followed Merano 
idyllic interlude few days, without benefit license 
sure. Still startled his escapades, Aubrey re- 
turns his customary pew, the parson’s curious choice 
text and the creation new symphony. The mind 
Henry Crackenthorpe went back the woman 
whose tears pity had once felt upon his hands, 
years ago when returned consciousness 
Italian hospital. Womanly sympathy being rare 
experience Henry’s life, persuaded, without much 
ado, this Irish nun Mediterranean setting leave 
the convent and marry him. Theirs proved 
happy and subsequently rectified marriage. Now, two 
years widowed, Henry knows that the flooding years 
cannot drown his love for the wife had once roughly 
used. 


After happy and romantic girlhood that blighted 
her father’s arrest for embezzlement, tragedy befell 
Mrs. Cullender when her mother’s love for 
prompted mercy-killing. 


Mr. Roberts succeeds admirably creating the atmos- 
phere English colony lovely Italian setting 
and peoples his novel with group characters who 
resemble credible and interesting human beings. They 
are, unmistakably, bit England transplanted the 
Riviera, where they bring their fuzzy moral code 
respectability and then sentimental religion inspired 
the golden cadences the King James version. They 
sin human beings are prone do. But because 
the cavalier attitude taken toward Aubrey’s fling and 
the murder which Mrs. Cullender was guilty, the 
book suitable only for the mature. 


Edward Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Park, Ruth The Frost and the Fire 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 1958. 299p. $3.75. 


the gold rush Otago the South Island New 
Zealand during 1863-64, Ruth Park finds much the 
same kind picturesque material that preserves Bret 
Harte’s name American regional literature. Though 
the rough characters and primitive local color are simi- 
larities, though, the differences also are sharp; and often 
they favor Miss Park. Certainly she shows greater 
nicety historical detail, less sentiment, and realism 
less mixed with theatricality than does Harte. 
humor and economical management plot, however, 
must accounted superior. 

The story concerns chiefly two teen-aged girls con- 
trasting temperaments (“frost and fire”) who are swept 
into the maelstrom the mining camp Calico Town 
diverse channels. There they become good friends 
and unwitting rivals inverted love affair com- 

Currency MacQueen, the character dominant in- 
terest, comes the region after being purchased from 
her gin-soaked mother Mother Jerusalem, washer- 
woman tarnished background. After the death 
this amazing harridan, the girl falls love with stout 
Irish miner named Shannador. reciprocates the 
affection but firmly confesses can neither wed her 
nor divulge the reason for his abstention. She then 
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Redding 


taken into the family Mrs. Law, Scottish midwife 
wholesome common sense and utter self-sufficiency, 
where daughter Tatty (narrator the story) becomes 
her close friend. 


Tatty futilely trying win the love “Little Pig” 
Pigallo, tubercular musician the camp saloons, but 
that worthy promptly shows interest only her 
new friend. Eventually Tatty sacrifices him mar- 
riage that Currency accepts only out resignation that 
her real love inaccessible. 


Pigallo’s health becomes critically bad after severe 
winter and the birth their child. Currency desper- 
ately begs Shannador bring Father Morceau the 
remote camp. Recognizing, however, that too late 
so, the mysterious Irishman reveals his secret 
spiritally ministering the dying man: Shannador 
himself renegade priest. this discovery, Billy 
Figg, man Friday Shannador who worships the man 
with dog-like devotion, crazed the sudden sense 
deprivation: hurls both himself and his master 
death the rushing Shotover River. 


This abbreviation can justice great wealth 
interwoven story, spectacular episodes, colorful char- 
acters, and striking descriptions that give the book 
gripping reality. Flash floods and blizzards; the hazards 
primitive medicine; winter starvation; Chinese New 
Year celebration; Jerry Chick How and his beautiful 
but faithless wife, China Gracie; Uncle Alick who 
lecherously covets her—these and many more provide 
full view nature the raw, its noble well 
its paltry aspects, amid typical frontier boom town. 


Miss Park’s style handling these variegated materials 
competently adaptable. She can lightly smile 
Uncle Alick’s parsimony and private connivings; paint 
the shocking horror China Gracie’s bloody disfigure- 
ment punishment for infidelity; serenely relax with 
view the “peacock-coloured lake and the stony 
troupe the Remarkables breaching like silvery speck- 
led dolphins mile and half into the sky”; facilely 
mix New Zealand slang and Scottish dialect her 
characterizations require. She tells story leisurely 
way and sometimes content with too thin psychol- 
ogy and inadequate motivation; but the polyglot cast, 
exotic background, quaint dialogue, and recreation 
interesting piece history should hold the respect 


mature readers. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Redding, Saunders The Lonesome Road 
Doubleday. Mar. 355p. $5.75. 


telling his “story the Negro’s part America,” 
Dr. Redding uses the journalist’s device focusing 
attention upon isolated dramatic events, (the assaults 
upon Fort Wagner and Canay-Santiago, the historic 
day decision when the Supreme Court declared for 
school desegregation), and personalities. This, course, 
legitimate device and one which usually makes for 
greater interest for the reader. 
result adequate account the Negro’s contribu- 
tion American history, the author has distinct re- 
sponsibility make his criteria for selection both 


events and personalities objectively valid possible 
and make them clear the reader. This not done 
the book under discussion; and this 
judgment that, pleasurable and appealing though its 
narrative style admittedly is, the end result does not 
constitute good history. 


The book its strongest the treatment some 
the personalities. Legendary figures such Sojourner 
Truth, (probably Redding’s top accomplishment the 
whole effort), Marcus Garvey, Frederick Douglass and 
the many others come life under the author’s pen, 
More contemporary figures—A. Philip Randolph, 
good Marshall, even Paul Robeson and Joe Louis—suffer 
somewhat from too obvious touch press 
however, those sections which allows his 
personal commitment color his report that the author 
virtually destroys otherwise good product. The 
Negro thought given disturbingly superficial 
ment which the former presented the shining 
knight Negro history and the latter emerges 
egocentric and callous manipulator dedicated the 
exploitation his people and “seducing” Negro press 
and politicians serve his personal 
viewer would also inclined favor the DuBois de- 
mand for equal status for the Negro citizen over Wash- 
ington’s counsel conformity the submissive status 
defined the practical realities that faced the 
man; but allowance must made for the fact that 
this conformity did make possible foundation 
spectability upon which later Negro successes were 
built. Certainly does not seem necessary, nor even 


justifiable, put the Washington position the 


lainous cast presented here; and the author’s device 
“leading into” the Washington story relating the 
shameful history the only Negro participant the 
1890 Mississippi constitutional convention, man who 
endorsed the infamous literacy test and other methods 
disenfranchising his race, grossly unfair. 


Since Redding has chosen tell the story through the 
personalities, some omissions must 
perhaps unimportant, though surprising, that the story 
Crispus Attucks, long standard figure Negro 
history virtue his distinction being the first 
casualty the Revolution, not repeated here. One 
wonders, however, why not even passing mention 
made Bishop James Augustine Healy the Catholic 
diocese Portlaand example Negro accom- 
plishment the field religion; similarly, the exten- 
sive treatment Robeson’s musical contributions should 


have led some mention the recognition earned for 


their people Marian Anderson the concert stage 
and Handy his direct and indirect impact 
upon American popular music. The most astonishing 
omission, however, that George Washington Car- 
ver: seems almost incredible that this name does not 
even appear Redding’s index. The space devoted 
“Dr. Dan” Williams unquestionably justified terms 
his great medical and surgical accomplishments, but 
becomes entirely disproportionate the context 
total ignoring one America’s greatest creative scien- 
tists. One led suspect that reason for the em- 
phasis placed Williams found the fact that 
later events were establish him one the victims 
Mr. Washington’s insidious machinations. 
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The Mainstream America series, which this the 
latest volume, devoted the presentation the 
nation’s history literary, preference strictly 
academic form. This does not, however, justify the 
extensive use quotations without adequate identi- 
The Redding history America’s Negroes 
incomplete; certain respects, somewhat biased. Every- 
where entertaining reading, however; and the 
last analysis quite possible that, although will 
not really give the reader adequate account the 
Negro’s contribution America and her history, will 
furnish that reader with far greater appreciation than 
would otherwise have had. 


Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


The Woman Question 


Malm, Dorothea 
Mar. 31, 1958. 288p. $4.00. 


Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
(I) 


The first chapter The Woman Question, The Parlor, 
begins “On wet Summer morning 1853, heavy 
rain was soaking the shingles the weathered old home 
the Whitbys Redborough, Connecticut”—Phebe, 
the beautiful daughter, found seated window 
seat watching the rain and hoping that the downpour 
will keep William Bonchurch his sister’s home 
the other side town. There are six girls the 
Whitby family—Mary, Eliza, Harriet, Susan, and 
Phebe. Mary Boston teaching what appears 
early progressive school. She earns the hand- 
some salary five dollars week. Eliza married and 
Harriet engaged prosperous farmer. Phebe’s 
young man, William, gives every indication that 
the verge proposal which puts Phebe 
“dither.” rich, handsome and altogether won- 
derful “catch” but Phebe not love with him. She 
torn between loyalty her family who would 
saved from financial disaster this alliance and what 
she believes “sinful” act, namely, marriage for 
money and not for love. Phebe runs from the room 
hysterics when William “pops the question.” still 
pursues and refuses take “no” for answer. This 
roller, perhaps, but thoroughly delightful picture 
the tempo the time colorful costumes and Mid- 
Victorian decor reminiscent Little Women. the 
psychological moment Mary, the old 
teacher, appears trudging the gravel drive with 
suitcase her hand. The family suspects the worst— 
she has lost her job. She tells them that the school 
has been closed because she has encouraged student, 
the daughter wealthy tradesman and trustee 
the school, her desire follow business career. 
She calms the jittery family and announces that she 
will interview the young swain. 


Mary “joiner”, she has taken and rejected the 
Temperance cause and Anti-Slavery and now imbued 
with the new idea emancipation women—she 
Suffragette. Her mother nearly swoons when she 
unpacking Mary’s trunk and finds the bottom black 
satin bloomer—the uniform the “Votes for Women” 
One cannot help but contrast the petty problems 
the era with the atom bomb-missile rocket pace 


Malm Cochran 


our time. After meeting William, Mary goes New 
York find work and attend the conference for 
Women’s Rights the Broadway Tabernacle. She 
entertained William’s sister her Greenwich Vil- 
lage home and the picture early New York society 
brings back memories Edith Wharton novels. Mary 
and William meet several occasions and they fall 
love. goes back Redborough and announces the 
engagement the family who are all very happy about 
the whole thing, especially Phebe, the reluctant bride. 
This pleasant situation short-lived for William 
rabid suffragette hater. Mary refuses give her 
great become wife and mother thus becom- 
ing subservient mere male. She has been advised 
the leaders the movement never marry. Mary 
likeable girl with many admirable qualities but one 
becomes impatient with her for unswerving devotion 
the “Bloomer Girls.” Present day members the 
League Women Voters will enjoy her meeting with 
the founders their organization—Susan Anthony, 
Lucretia Mott and Lucy Stone. 

The description the riot the Tabernacle conven- 
tion when William rescues Mary from the mob un- 
doubtedly authentic and good reporting. Some time 
passes while William grieves and Mary suffers but she 
absorbed the “cause” that she manages put 
thoughts her “lost love” from her mind. Eventually 
meeting the lovers takes place accident the 
park the Battery when all again “sweetness and 
light.” concedes bit, agreeing let Mary 
keep her interest the Suffragette movement and Mary 
gives her side “love conquers all.” 

The novel written smooth flowing 
should pleasant light summer reading—it com- 
pletely wholesome and suitable for anyone with time 
spare. should not hesitate recommend 
anyone from maiden aunt young great niece. 
believe that should confine the distaff side. 
The drama department Women’s Club Girls’ 
Finishing School might well use the plot for one 


two-act period play. 
Anne Maloney, 


Tuckahoe, New York 


The Fool God 


Cochran, Louis 
Mar. 28, 1958. 413p. $4.95. 


Duell, Sloane Pearce. 

Louis Cochran’s father-in-law well his maternal 
grandfather were “Fools God after the manner 
Alexander Campbell” and therefore writes sym- 
pathetically the very influential clergyman who 
the subject this biography. The title, incidentally, 
taken from the words St. Paul his first letter 
the Corinthians, “We are fools for Christ’s sake.” 


first encounter the young Alexander Campbell, 
who viewed the members the denomination 
known the Christian Church their founder, he, 
his mother and his brothers and sisters were about 
leave northern Ireland October, 1808. The father 
this Scotch-Irish family had preceded his family 
Pennsylvania, where was serving minister 
the Seceder Presbyterian Church. However, the ship 
was wrecked before left Ireland, with the result that 
Alexander then decided spend year the Uni- 


versity Glasgow. August, 1809, the Campbell 
family again attempted the journey America, this 
time with success. Young Alexander decided follow 
the footsteps his father, Thomas, and serve 
“fool God.” Alexander drifted away from his origi- 
nal Presbyterian moorings, however, and made effort 
unite his church all who looked Christ their 
saviour, with little emphasis upon doctrine. Bitter 
battles were fought with other ministers. great public 
debate was waged 1829 Cincinnati with Robert 
Owen, the socialist, his opponent. 1837 another 
one was held the same city, this time with Bishop 
John Purcell, the great Catholic leader, his op- 
ponent. Meanwhile the minister was continuing his 
work through the organization known the Christian 
Association and also through the printing press which 
operated. Sometimes his followers were known 
other times they were referred 
Disciples Christ. Campbell preached the necessity 
complete immersion baptism; also maintained 
that each minister should support himself his own 
efforts and not accept money from members his con- 
gregation. was instrumental establishing Bethany 
College present day West Virginia, where 
preached his last sermon December, 1865. died 
March, 1866. Dr. Cochran has written engross- 
ing biography important religious leader. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Townsend, Leo The Young Life 
Day. Mar. 27,1958. 288p. $3.95. (IV) 


you are looking for depressing book, this it. 
fact the most depressing have ever come across. 


The story opens with the rape 14-year-old girl 
nine youths large English city. Instead helping 
her, her girl companion does not even summon help. 
The girl, Jackie, badly hurt that she has spend 
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time the hospital. When she returns home, her 
family does not sympathize with her but rather suspects 
her. When she returns school she rejected her 
girl friends whose parents tell them avoid her. The 
teacher feels that “she shouldn’t there.” 


She runs away from home; boards suspect house 
where she has bad experience two. She has 
steal support herself but caught woman who 
helps her. This woman however murdered later 
the book one the nine youths. 


Jackie goes unhappy marriage; has child who 
born dead; and toward the end the book she loses 
her mind. 

Author Leo, however, comes through with what might 
happy ending. the last page the book she 
“rescued” male friend which, hope, turned 
out well. Jackie surely deserved something good. 


Granted that life tough and warfare, surely not 
tough Mr. Townsend portrays. People general 
not try kick the man who this book 
were true life, would irrefutable argument 
for mass suicide. 
these days, when have popular movies titled 
Was Teen-Age Frankenstein hard predict 
the future this dismal volume. Judging from the 
dust cover, reputable English critics think good. 
Sordid,” says one, “but meant shock into aware- 
Rumer Godden the Bookman compares 
Townsend with Tolstoy, Dickens and Hans Andersen. 


still say that the book horribly depressing; surely 
not typical American mores; and, make things 
worse, not even well written. built the assump- 
tion that lots conversation makes for interest. The 
characters talk lot; but banal and boring talk. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Longmans, Green. Mar. 26,1958. 127p. $8.50. 
The building new St. John’s Abbey and College 
Collegeville, Minnesota has been planned some de- 
tail the Benedictine monks the Abbey and Marcel 
Breuer, famous architect. The plans and models 
the future buildings are here described and discussed 
with many photographic illustrations. The style the 
structures completely modern and considerable de- 
parture from the traditional; but the functions are ful- 
filled and there beauty the harmony line, 
light and shadow. interesting plan; and many 
college planning future development might well study 
this monograph. 


Hubler, Richard SAC 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Mar. 27, 1958. 280p. $4.50. (1) 


Somewhere over your head you read this, the planes 
Strategic Air Command are flying the airlanes 
the world, loaded with death, ready turn off their 
practice routes for the real thing the moment the bell 
rung. Day and night they are, and have been, our 
first line counter attack, our dreadful retaliatory 
weapon that manages hold very troubled world 
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peace, even that peace unspeakably 
the story Strategic Air Command, SAC. 


SAC was the child that great armada planes that 
moved out from these shores during the Second World 
War, that armada that shook Europe with the thunder 
bombs, that brought the Japanese war terrifying 
conclusion when dropped the second atomic bomb 
Nagasaki. grew from twelve heavy bombers 
thousand bombers, dwindled sharply, then regrew 
back its present strength. The book traces the story 
that growth, the sickness, then the 
the stories the planes—the B-17, the B-29, the 
the B-47, and the B-52. touches upon the 
next period history when missiles will make the 
airplane forgotten instrument war. touches also 
upon the lives the men who made SAC the weapon 
today. takes you back through “The Revolt 
the Admirals,” when the Navy scuttled the whole con- 
cept strategic warfare. And glimpses the future 
darkly. impressive book. Structurally could 
improved upon, but manages convey the awful 
power today’s weapons war, and that quite 
achievement itself. feel that May gets bit 
more credit than due the book. But de- 
lot. you’ve any love war, historical 
like this. And may very well shake 
you bit. 


Godden, Rumer The Greengage Summer 


Viking. Mar. 24,1958. 218p. $3.50. 
The Greengage Summer probably not Rumer God- 


den’s finest novel but, the last twenty pages so, 
has very special quality enchantment that en- 
dears it. 

The enchantment lies small hotel, Les 
the French town Vieux-Moutiers, and the Eng- 
lish children who come there for summer holiday. 
The Grey children—Joss, who sixteen and whose 
blooming beauty has ravishing effect adults; Cecil, 
who narrates the story, and three little ones, Hester, 
Willmouse and Vicky—find themselves their own, 
and most unwelcome, when their mother taken seri- 
ously ill and moved hospital. mysterious but 
fascinating Englishman, Elliot, constitutes himself their 
and introduces them the peculiar beauties 
French landscape and life. Elliot not quite what 
seems and the children, though they love him, sense 
The dichotomy his character keeps the chil- 
dren uneasy state suspense which only re- 
the melodramatic denouement. For the sake 
those who not like know how the story ends, 
Ishall not divulge it, although fairly obvious from 
the start. 

The story hardly important, anyway. its 
atmosphere and the wonderfully evocative writing that 
The Greengage Summer excels. luscious like the 
themselves that the children gorged them- 
all summer long. could see farther away 
rows fruit trees, some them heavy with 
Perhaps was this first sight that made 
always think the garden Les green, 
green and gold was that whole countryside the 
Marne where, beyond the town, the champagne vine- 
yards stretched for miles along the river.” Thus Cecil 


sets her impressionistic scene and sustains through- 
out. Against this background the children make their 
own world, their own friends and enemies. 


And Miss Godden has wonderful way with children. 
Hers are precocious children reflective novels 
must be, (what could little mediocrities reflect upon?), 
but only infrequently precious. They are believable 
and not always well-mannered. Joss and Cecil even 
get drunk champagne! Theirs magic world but 
not fairy tale one; romantic, yes, but always touch 
with reality. 

you are not going France this summer you might 
worse than read The Greengage Summer and cap- 
ture some the flavor that bewitching country. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Rittwagen, Marjorie, M.D. Sins Their Fathers 
Houghton, Mifflin. 264p. $3.50. (Ila) 
Unlike many the great number books about juve- 
nile delinquency which have been published recently, 
Dr. Rittwagen’s book has great deal add the 
understanding this problem, and done force- 
ful, scholarly and interesting way. Speaking from the 
vantage point five years experience psychiatrist 
the children’s courts New York City, Dr. Ritt- 
wagen presents some facts and figures which are shock- 
ing. those whose ideas delinquency are that 
consists little mischief and some stealing, the fact 
that 700 such children New York assaulted and even 
killed others may seem incredible. That over 10,000 
new delinquents were added the already great num- 
ber 1956 cause for genuine alarm. 


This hard-hitting book and one which the layman 
can read and understand. There warmth, under- 
standing and solid factual data. The only criticism this 
reviewer has that some readers may come away with 
the impression that all delinquents are from slums 
poor families. Since Dr. Rittwagen’s contact was largely 
with children from such homes, the unsophisticated 
reader may misled into thinking this the totality 
delinquency. Despite this possible misinterpretaton, 
the book has much recommend it. The appendix 
both documents and expands the main text and its 
general readability make unusual offering this 
field. story children, but not for children. 


John Baldi, Chairman, 
Department Social Science, 
University Scranton 


Mitchell, Family Lawsuit 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 24, 1958. 210p. $4.00. (1) 


Subtitled “The Romantic Story Elisabeth Patterson 
and Jerome Bonaparte,” this account famous mar- 
riage solemnized Baltimore Archbishop John Car- 
roll 1805 divided like Bonaparte’s Gaul into three 
parts. The first part, 1800-1805, traces the family back- 
grounds both Bonapartes and Pattersons, brings 
Jerome from the sugar islands the Caribbean 
Baltimore, and ends with the wedding; Part Two, the 
core this volume, the lawsuit initiated Elisabeth 
France 1861 over the question property from 
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the estate the late King Jerome and, more important, 
the legal establishment the legitimacy her son 
Jerome. Napoleon Bonaparte had insisted breaking 
the romance and the marriage, order use his 
young brother chesspiece his maneuvering for 
power Europe. The third part mostly about 
“Betsy” after the separation from Jerome. 


Mr. Mitchell assures his readers “an amateur” 
and that this volume about two young lovers sad 
story.” Perhaps the shallowness apparent the pages 
calculated. The portraits the main actors their 
quarrel” never quite vivid real enough; 
Betsy always the spoiled child, Jerome the bedecked 
puppet. More care should have been given depth 
make the people more humanly comprehensible. 
Otherwise, this interesting enough account 
rather unimportant event. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Van Every, Dale 
Our Country Then: Tales Our 
First Frontier 
Holt. Mar. 24,1958. 301p. $4.50. 
With publication Our Country Then have 
new idea book writing. not very good one. 
For this volume Dale Van Every has put together 
patchwork quilt literary borrowings from his own 
published writings. It’s difficult understand, actually, 
why the book does not have third Some- 
thing like Van Every Sampler” might suffice. 


effort prepare the reader for what contained 
between the current book’s covers, the author starts 
out with foreword: “In the course rather diffuse— 
not say disorganized—career, have been one 
time another ambulance driver, crime reporter, 
drama critic, White House correspondent, editor, 
motion-picture producer and cattle rancher.” 


And, whether likes not, has summed the 
effect Our Country Then book. diffuse, 
disorganized and disappointing. And the sole responsi- 
bility for this must lie the doorstep idea which 
never really comes off print. 


Van Every says that had intended write book 

general non-fiction the early West. But after 

started collect data discovered that 
“In many scores passages scattered through the several 
novels, had already covered much this ground and, 
writing with the first flush enthusiasm with which one 
attacks fresh theme, had covered more vividly than 
may ever able again. Therefore, what follows 
have drawn freely, though quite out context, upon many 
those former attempts suggest what must have been 
like alive our country then.” 


The reader, therefore, finds generous excerpts from the 
Van Every novels, Westward the River, The Shining 
Mountains, Bridal Journey The Captive Witch and The 
Trembling Earth. 

But they are out context. And Van Every has pro- 
vided real connecting link between them. The 
whole concept the book seems unworthy 
the subject and the writer’s integrity. The net effect 


Van Every Morgan Spiro 


the book confusion. Followed its illogical 
clusion, this theory “sampling” rather than writing, 
produces whole new field for the author who 
want bother doing onther book. can hardly wait 
until Taylor Caldwell decides collection 
industralists, sandwiching excerpts from all her previoys 
books together one volume. 


can say this much for Our Country Then: Mog 
may old; assuredly borrowed; but it’s 


least not blue. 
Leonard Randolph, 


Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 


Morgan, Joe Expense Account 
Random House. Mar. 24,1958. 311p. $3.75. (IIb) 


This the story Peter Cody. thirty-four 
still the finest looking man his office, either his 
bathing trunks his two hundred dollar suits. 
the number one promoter business for 
tool empire. His wife, the loveliest girl her college, 
still the loveliest woman the street, loves him, 
takes fine care their home and their four normal 
children. Pete works unlimited expense account 
during the week, eating every fine place from Maine 
San Francisco. And making two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars week straight salary, plus all 
can clip from the expense account. The problem 
the novel is: How can get this poor slob out this 
awful fix. 


Joe Morgan, good newspaperman, has worked the 
New York beat for enough time get know the 
Madison Avenue crowd and the steady expense account 
trade the Stork and Twenty-One. obviously 
moved tears the sight these poor fellows living 
the double life the millionaire during the week and 
the pauper weekends. knows how this eats 
the heart their home life, the meals they eat, the 
noise the children instead the noise the call 
girls crying from hill hill. And has given 
ing picture the immense cruelty this life, where 
nobody really living except when can pick 
live one put the tab. And this book will 
Make mistake about that. professional job 
writing someone who knows just what Bennett 
Cerf dreams when sits there Random House. 
And will big, fat movie. But feel that only the 
other expense account boys along Madison are going 
feel even little sorry for Petey. The rest will 
merely drool. Strictly for adult readers, very readable, 
and muchly fantastic dose swallow. Best read over 
pheasant-under-glass peasant over slow fire. 


O’Gorman, 


University Scranton 


Spiro, Jacob The Personal Affairs Handbook 
Hawthorn. Mar. 21,1958. $3.95. (1) 
Sub-titled complete guide financial security and 
legal protection for every family,” this book seeks 
answer major, even minor questions relating the 
economic and legal aspects family life. The subjects 
covered are about everything the average couple will 
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ever have need know about wills, real estate, 
mortgages, insurance, and host other topics. 
necessity, such wide coverage results little detail; but 
this distinct advantage that the answers the 
questions are short and the point. The author even 
gets into such items relationships between parents 
and children, dating, personal appearance, etc., which 
are treated superficially. 

This handbook has many potential publics. Any family 
could profit from reading and referring it. also 
lends itself nicely supplemental text courses 
home economics, marriage guidance, and allied sub- 
is, indeed, real contribution its field. 


Trease, Geoffrey Snared Nightingale 
Vanguard. Mar. 21,1958. 311p. $3.95. 

This historical novel, dealing with the life amongst 
the nobility Wales about 1500 A.D. Actually there 
isn’t too much history it, historical novels go; and 
novels go, there isn’t too much action. 

younger son younger son living Italy. 
receives notice that many relatives have died and that 
the sole survivor Welsh Earldom, although 
finds, his return Wales, that this view not 
shared all, especially unscrupulous Lady 
Marcie who feels that her grandson has better claim. 
The new Earl narrowly escapes series sudden death 
traps; and falls love with the beautiful, young daugh- 
ter his seneschal. This romance comes abrupt 
end when the young lady rushed off convent 
because she more experienced affairs the heart 
than appears first sight. 

The Earl’s next romantic adventure with young 
widow the lesser nobility. After somewhat erratic 
courtship she becomes his bride but nothing more be- 
cause she disappears shortly after the ceremony—Lady 
Marcie’s work, again. The Earl finally abducts his wife 
from the same convent that his first love had entered 
...and after series minor complications, all ends 
well. 

This book well written; but the American mind 
tends drift off and wonder what’s for dinner, when 
the action gets too slow, which all too common 
The Snared Nightingale. The title comes from line 
Boccaccio “Many kiss they exchanged and 
made the nightingale sing.” Considering the fewness 
kisses this book, the title seems little forced. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Keats, John Schools Without Scholars 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 202p. $3.00. (1) 


Pragmatic Tech and Mental Prep are two public second- 
ary schools, anti-polar their curricula, methods and 
educational philosophies. The belief Tech that so- 
improved the “well adjusted” alumnus con- 
tributing the common good his own gifts; whether 
they are meager quantity poor quality does not 
Matter, since every one’s contribution equally valu- 
able. The individual exists for the good society and 
makes good society cooperatively works with 
others the best his ability. 


Trease Keats Leclercq 


Mental Prep believes that society exists for the good 
the individual. Good society can only improved 
the intellectual contribution its members. Whence 
the intellectual contributions come but from the cul- 
ture and traditions the past? Thus, the curriculum 
Mental Prep must one English grammar, the 
classics and mathematics. Domestic Science, Industrial 
Arts, Social Adjustment courses are absent. The only 
How-To-Do-It courses permissible are the commercial 
courses, for the academically less adept. Drill, much 
writing and formal recitation are the techniques in- 
struction. life-adjustment philosophy held 
the teachers Mental Prep. 


Hyperbole and exaggeration are devices used objectify 
the two opposed education philosophies all levels 
education except college. Although Mr. Keats sees 
little good teachers’ colleges, places blame 
liberal arts colleges for their lack interest public 
education. 

How does the author propose restore intellectual 
emphasis the schools? recognizes that 60,000 
different school districts the United States results 
great variability from school school. Reform must 
occur the individual district the organization 
Citizens’ Council for the Public Schools, which will first 
determine what the community wants the public school 
system accomplish and then bring fruition. His 
final chapter account how this was done 
New Canaan, Connecticut. 

contrast easily readable style; frank admis- 
sion that does not know all the answers; em- 
phasizing basic philosophical difference; and frankly 
challenging the community Mr. Keats has written 
much more effective book than many his contem- 
poraries the problem public education. 


Lennon, Ph.D., 
Department Education, 
University Scranton 


Leclercq, Jacques Thunder the Distance 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 322p. $5.00. (I) 


schoolbay Belgium, young Frederic Lebbe vowed 
martyr like the Blessed John Gabriel Perboyre whose 
life had just read. Though did not die formal 
martyr, did spend most extremely active life 
spreading the Faith the China came love his 
own land. For Pére Vincent Lebbe, the Vincentian 
missioner, became Lei-Ming-Yan, “the thunder that 
sings the distance,” beloved and revered thousands 
Chinese, giant the modern missionary period, 
and one the fathers the native hierarchy China. 


This fascinating story the improbable ways 
Grace. The pro-French Belgian schoolboy turned away 
from French culture and fought French nationalism 
China for years. The frail, intellectual student who 
was seriously concerned with the scientific upheaval 
ecclesiastical studies the 1890’s should have been 
scholar and teacher. But was sickly that his 
studies had suspended more than once. His eyes 
were weak that could not read study; often 
had dictate personal letters his family. Clearly 
did not have the qualities needed make mis- 


Brinig Ward 


sioner. later life was considered his superiors 
overenthusiastic dreamer, unable manage 
even the ordinary affairs life. Yet founded news- 
papers and magazines, developed new mission methods, 
organized relief movements, established three new re- 
ligious orders, and inspired and directed several other 
societies for Catholic Action Europe and China. 
was gentle, humble, sensitive, and especially obedi- 
ent. But opposed and corrected the religious super- 
played great part his life. Yet one was more 
fiercely fought against, hated, decried. People tried 
discredit him, vilify him, dishonour him; never did 
the same return.” 

Early 1901 Vincent arrived Peking, Vincentian 
seminarian who had only completed two years’ study 
theology. began teaching the seminary 
August and was ordained priest October. His 
sight was poor that was dispensed from reading 
the Breviary and allowed, like blind priests, say the 
Mass Our Lady every day. Early January, 1902, 
was sent mission station begin the most ex- 
hausting and intensive work imaginable, work that 
would continue until his death 1940. Almost im- 
mediately regained his sight and fought off the phys- 
ical weakness which had plagued him from boyhood. 
gifted linguist, soon mastered the Chinese lan- 
guage, far surpassing most Europeans. Captivated 
the people and their culture became entirely Chinese 
thought, sympathy, and way life; few years 
accepted Chinese citizenship. soon saw what 
was wrong with mission methods. French missioners 
treated the Chinese inferiors, restricted Chinese 
priests subordinate positions, and supported the 
French Government its shameless seizure power 
and extraterritorial privileges following the Boxer Re- 
bellion. After three hundred years missionary work 
there were Chinese bishops; nor were they any plans 
prepare any. 

The young missioner soon became thorn the side 
his French superiors, agitating for fair and equal 
treatment, protesting and condemning every move 
the ultra-nationalistic French governmental officials. 
Living among the Chinese made thousands con- 
verts few years. Meanwhile prayed for the day 
the native bishops. His bishop told him was 
perfectionist and and transferred him 
another diocese. worked some more; and was trans- 
ferred again. move could quiet the perfectionist. 
Even the pagan Chinese protested the Bishop when 
was transferred, much was loved for his own 
total charity, for was always the midst every 
philanthropic activity. And always his superiors thought 
him traitor and extremist. 

While Pére Lebbe was following the road humility 
and obedience, his “alter ego” and collaborator, Pére 
Cotta, chose the road right and justice, principle and 
law. rejected unjust commands, defied French gov- 
ernment officials, wrote long formal report Rome, 
and found himself suspended. But these sacrifices and 
trials were worth their pain. few years the first 
six Chinese bishops had been consecrated; Father Lebbe 
was work again China; and Father Cotta was re- 
instated and the United States where joined 
Maryknoll and worked for the rest his long life. 


Best 


This biography the scholarly Canon who 
fessor the University Louvain masterpiece 
popular hagiography The translation equally good 
should read all who are interested the mis 
sions, Catholic action, human-religious problem; 
While the Canon’s sympathies are clear, 
generous and charitable assessing the actions 
characters those who tried his hero. The reader wil 
find hard disagree with his final paragraph, 
not know whether will canonized: this fo, 
Holy Church decide under the inspiration the 
Holy Spirit; but can say this, that having studied th: 
lives the saints all life feel that was th: 
stuff which they are made.” 


John Ellis Bourne, 


University Scranton 


Brinig, Myron The Looking Glass Hear 
Sagamore Press. Mar. 344p. $4.50. 
Readers who enjoy the Taylor Caldwell novel and 
early Pearl Buck, will also derive pleasure from Myron 
Brinig’s portrait green-eyed beauty whose heart 
hard her mirror. Although the saga 
Greenshields takes place against background New 
York and Paris the Edwardian days, The Looking 
Glass Heart cannot said historical 
Its setting almost negligible. Its rhythm, pace, and 
passion derive exclusively from the character the 
heroine. 

Sally grows accustomed having others “mak: 
allowance” for the caprice and the whim that mak 
her unpredictable. story tale beauty trad- 
ing its own selfishness. Her downfall the 
outcome the passing beauty unsupported wis 
dom. Sally clever. She manages find 
for her illegitimate child. She dupes elderly 
band into believing her younger escorts are only 
“friends.” She knows how make her family, 
most men, eat out her hand. There comes day 
when Sally can longer fool anyone, not even 
Her last lines the novel, alone,” 
the tragic stripping down all the pretenses which 
she lived. She woman lost, incapable finding 
herself because the years spent pretending. 


The Looking Glass Heart does not seek probe the| 
motives and the passions that move Sally Greenshields 
Like the looking glass, content reflect the actions 
they are performed the surface. This done 
with smoothness style and easy prose that 
the novel suitable for adult recreational reading. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Ward, Brad Frontier 
Macmillan. Mar. 18,1958. 146p. $2.95. 


The life marshal cow town was hard one 
one wonders why they are marshals; even the 
people who hired him were against him. They 
night club bouncer rather than marshal. But 
Miles Ashton got that badge on, was his own 
Perhaps that’s why Buffalo Horn was the fifth town 
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been marshal of. could walk the length 
Frontier Street, was boss the town. murder, 
lynching, the “treeing” town and stampede pro- 
plenty exciting reading. The hero comes 
through bit bruised and battered, but with his badge 
intact. leaves the shattered, soon-to-be ghost 
town, you wonder who won. Dyed the wool western 
fans will let down this ending. 
Wormser, René 
Foundations: Their Power and Influence 
Devin-Adair. 412p. $7.50. (Ila) 
1952 the 82nd Congress established the Special 
Committee Investigate Tax Exempt Foundations 
under the chairmanship Rep. Cox (Dem. 
Georgia). The resolution establish this committee 
was passed impressive majority Democrats and 
Republicans. This was the first occasion since 1915 
that Congress had devoted much attention the foun- 
dations. the Wilsonian era there was fear that the 
foundations were position promote rampant 
and cut-throat type capitalism. 
1952 the fear foundations was slanted much 
diferent direction. There was suspicion that the 
foundations were supporting strong trend toward col- 
lectivist “isms” which would destroy many American 
institutions. But the Cox Committee would handi- 
capped its work the inadequacy time and ap- 
propriations, and finally the illness and death 
Chairman Cox. 
1953 the 83rd Congress would revive the work under 
the chairmanship Rep. Carroll Reece (Rep. Ten- 
nessee). this time, however, Democrats lost their 
ardor for such work and voted overwhelmingly against 
the resolution which read part: 
The committee authorized and directed conduct full 
and complete investigation and study educational and 
philanthropic foundations and other comparable organiza- 
tions which are exempt from Federal income taxation 
determine any foundations and organizations are using 
their resources for purposes for which they were established, 
and especially determine which such foundations and or- 
ganizations are using their resources for un-American and 
subversive activities; for political purposes; propaganda, 
attempts influence legislation. 
René Wormser served general counsel the Reece 
Committee. this study reviews the history 
foundations since their beginnings the early years 
this century. analyzes the findings the Cox and 
Reece Committees from the perspective his personal 
work with the Reece Committee and his continued 
studies the problems uncovered the hearings. This 
necessary study since the press was grossly negligent 
informing the public while the hearings were 
progress. Most the reports which did appear: from 
the wire services and the columns metropolitan 
newspapers were devoted spectacular descriptions 
the antics Rep. Wayne Hays (Dem. Ohio). Hays 
would prove master invective and abuse 
constantly disrupted the hearings direct tirades 
against witnesses and his colleagues. 
Wormser strong supporter foundations and be- 
lieves that through the years great deal fine work 
been accomplished their humanitarian endeavors 
but the other side the coin has found much 
alarming for those who are willing appraise the 


Wormser Brooks 


evidence his work. has found that the founda- 
tions have contributed enormous sums money in- 
dividuals and groups whose energies are aften devoted 
subversion. They have subverted academic freedom 
supporting host Socialists, and 
their fellow-traveling cohorts their individual capaci- 
ties educators members educational associa- 
tions, publications, ancillary foundations. 
Wormser has also found that some recipients sup- 
port were members Communist organizations and 
fronts which have been condemned the Department 
Justice. Such groups sponsored the infiltration 
government the enemies our country and the 
destructive criticism every attempt develop tight 
security system protect our society and government. 
The foundations have sponsored political aspirants, 
political parties, political philosophies, foreign policies, 
internationalism all its facets, social reforms 
merit questionable merit, Marxian economic reforms, 
chaotic adjustments our Constitutional traditions. 
All this through tax-exempt institutions which create 
tax-deficit which must replaced the labor 
loyal Americans. 

this hysterical appraisal? the reviewer’s desk 
the moment writing Edgar Hoovers’ recent 
Masters Deceit which explains the total concept 
the Red war against America. Wormser reveals frag- 
ment that war but expensive one for the Ameri- 
can taxpayer. frightening picture but there 
indication that the somnambulating Congress will un- 
veil complacent constituency. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D. 


Brooks, John The Man Who Broke Things 
Harper. Mar. 12,1958. 312p. $3.95. 


Each age finds its own heroes. Ours well might the 
man the Brooks Brothers suit, whether word wizard 
Madison Avenue money maker Wall Street 
makes little difference. John Brooks who measured 
the first type The Big Wheel now takes the measure 
the second The Man Who Broke Things. 

The Man Who Broke Things Hank Haislip, western 
raider engaged great proxy figh: for control 
Great Eastern, chain retail stores need new 
management. Hank cold, callous, and charming 
money itself. veteran speculator, big oper- 
ator, public figure with all the trappings Robert 
Young Montgomery Ward. Every step the way 
walks tightrope between what legal and what 
unethical, between what opportunity and what mere 
unscrupulosity. The hero the story fascinates the 
same way, Gould, Fiske, Vanderbilt Harri- 
man might. What makes such men tick? Our interest 
more why such people what they rather 
than how. admire the achievement even when 
condemn the method. 

John Brooks takes the pulse Hank Haislip and ex- 
plains the power, the nervous energy and the inex- 
haustible drive that carries this type from insignificance 
world wide prominence. translates the mystery 
the financial page into terms that are human and 


real. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 
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Leopold, Nathan Life Plus Years 
Doubleday. Mar. 6,1958. 381p. $5.50. (III) 


This book will attract some attention, will renew old 
arguments, and will spotlight the problems crime 
and punishment. 


you are thinking this might sort catharsis, 
where convicted killer finally tells all after more than 
years prison, you will disappointed. you are 
looking for man’s attempted justification himself 
his crime, you will not find here. Likewise you 
are seeking the reviewer’s opinion whether not 
Leopold should have been paroled, stop looking! Fur- 
ther, what you want 1958 review what was 
called 1924 “the Crime the Century,” Life plus 
Years will not give you. The crime itself given 
but most brief treatment. 


Nathan Leopold, who with Richard Loeb kidnapped 
and killed Bobby Franks May 21, 1924, here gives 
you autobiography his life prison. Life plus 
Years Leopold’s account his experience the 
Illinois State Penitentiary Statevill, Illinois, and 
the Old Prison Joliet. The book was written prior 
November, 1957, which time Leopold was hoping 
for parole after many failures. 


Erle Stanley Gardner writes the introduction which 
poses some interesting questions, such “Who was 
really fault the Franks kidnap and murder case?” 
“Can you consider two late-teen-agers non-moral?” 
does the punishment fit the crime?” “Are our 
newspapers and reporters fair the people the 
news?” “Is justice sales the ultimate aim news 
reporting?” Mr. Gardner suggests that maybe society 
was fault 1924 and parents especially are more 
fault today; that should have reappraisal our 
thinking punishment; that the Leopold-Loeb case 
the newspapers were unfair and unjust. 


Leopold himself very briefly recalls the crime and the 
subsequent trial and conviction. The book really begins 
when “#9306-D” enters the penitentiary. 


The rest the book contains the recollections 
man prison. Through the eyes inmate the 
reading public here sees type life different from any 
usual experience—the procedures followed upon 
entrance prison; the adjustments convict must 
make; the “hood’s” way passing the time work 
himself with his own thoughts; the code ethics 
the criminal learns and follows his relations with his 
fellow prisoners and the authorities; prison discipline; 
the ambition utter lack the part the men 
behind bars. 

Leopold was, without doubt, man with very much 
intellectual potential. this easily seen 
the school which and Loeb established and con- 
ducted for the prisoners. variety courses from first 
grade reading college-level mathematics filled the 
curriculum. The school now offers correspondence 
courses prisoners penal institutions. While 
prison Leopold wrote articles for several journals, re- 
organized the Stateville Prison Library, and made 
rather interesting study prisoners and paroles. 


After reading the book several things will stay your 
mind—the celebration Jewish holidays prison; the 
loyalty Leopold’s father and brother and Aunt Birdie; 


Leopold Appel Leach 


the malaria volunteer experiment from 1944 194 
and the numerous requests and pleas for parole 
was made the book ends 


The discerning adult can learn some things from 
plus Years. would not recommend the gen. 
eral public, nor would call book. 
ians: don’t rush get it. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Appel, Benjamin The Raw Edg 
Random House. Mar. 384p. $3.95. (IIb) 
There may many things recommend this book 
For one thing timely the latest headline 
turing the waterfront and union corruption. Secondly, 
the author, Benjamin Appel, experienced novelis 
who has turned out dozen tough and forceful books 
prior this. 


What not its favor however this: The Raw Edg 
belongs the stacked school literature. 


The story simply boils down this: Pete Pironi, rebel 
longshoreman, has been killed Squint 
Squint’s wife, Mildred, love with Pete’s son, Andy, 
who because works for Squint agrees 
Squint’s pregnant unmarried sister Peg. The only one 
this arrangement really makes happy Squint. 
makes Mildred angry enough tell Andy who killed 
his father, and Andy, after great deal coaxing 
and conniving with Mildred, kills Squint. The las 
chapter dark with the shadow the electric chair. 


And this supposed realism with vengeance. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Leach, Douglas Edward Flintlock and Tomahawk 


Macmillan. Mar. 25,1958. 304p. $6.00. 


Professor Leach retells the story the King Philip War, 
which the early colonists the Plymouth Colony 
and the Connecticut Plantations fought the Indian 
his ancestral lands the westerly migration that was 
continue from the mid-seventeenth century the 
twentieth. The Indians’ failure was not due lack 
fighting ability but rather the failure Narragansetts 
and Mohegans lend aid the Pequots and Wam- 
panoags. The three Puritan colonies—Massachusetts 
Bay Colony and the other two mentioned 
bound loosely together military alliance known 
the New England Confederation, formed 1643. Men 
were called from the villages for periodic drill and were 
trained European methods warfare rather than 
Indian tactics. The white man learned his lesson 
through trial and error. 

The King Philip War was series raids frontier 
New England towns and retaliatory marches 
bands against the Indian village. Both sides resorted 
the torch; women and children were given mercy. 
Often friendly Indians betrayed the location Indian 
camps. The Indian lost his battles mostly because 
his inability get along with other Indians. 
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and Tomahawk will interest the student 
New England history. Adequately documented, 
becomes rather repetitious the reader progresses. 


Frank Brown, 


University Scranton 


Murphy, Edward Angel the Delta 
Hanover. Feb. 20,1958. $3.95. (I) 
Down the crescent bend the Mississippi delta 
stands public monument the pedestal which 
one word, Margaret. This novel her story, told 
the author the Scarlet Lily. Margaret Gaffney was 
born Ireland the early part the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and came early age Baltimore. She mar- 
ried Charles Haughery and the 1830’s migrated 
New Orleans. Here tragedy stalked her life and she 
soon lost both husband and their one child. fight 
depression she took interest the poor Irish 
Channel, which finally resulted the foundation 
orphanage and later another. She became the angel 
the delta during the war period and the difficult 
years that followed. any who are interested old 
New Orleans, this story immigrant Irish girl will 
enlightening and inspiring. 

Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Allan, Mabel Esther Strangers Skye 
Criterion. Mar. 21,1958. 223p. $3.50. 

unusually interesting, informative story about life 
the isles Northern Scotland centers around 17- 
Elizabeth Falcon and her brother John, 
promising artist eight years her senior, who has been 
away from home the interest his art for some 
years. Beth had planned spend the summer 
preparation for her first year Oxford, but her doctor 
ordered outdoor life, entirely away from books. With 
some reluctance she agreed become her brother’s 
helper managing youth hostel newly opened 
Skye. spite herself she learned love the 
Scottish Isle with its many mountains and lakes. Con- 
tact with the hostelers who came and went was 
novelty. The people the island with their contrast- 
ing characteristics helped her overcome shyness and 
adjust the new, strange environment. There were 
attractive, pretty Fiona and her eccentric, difficult 
grandfather, and the Nicholls brothers, gay, fun-loving 
Charles, and calm, level-headed Grant. The success- 
ful season the hostel adventure with its excitements, 
well the love between John and Fiona and Eliza- 
beth’s deep friendship with Grant, make this out- 
standing story. Good reading for all. 


Sister 
Academy Our Lady, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Murphy Allan Heagney Schofield Daugherty 


Hammond Paxton 


American Background Books 
Kenedy. Apr. 17, 1958. $2.50. 
Heagney, Harold Jerome 
Chaplain Gray; Abram Ryan, Poet-Priest 
the Confederacy 
Illustrated Roger Henneberger. 190p. 
Schofield, William Greenough 
Sidewalk Statesman: Alfred Smith 
Illustrated Douglas Gorsline. 
“From records, wartime correspondence, and talks with 
many people who knew the poet-priest their child- 
hood,” are told, the writer has drawn his data for 
the wartime experiences the author the popular 
poem, “The Conquered Banner.” Major events his 
life given here correspond with those found stand- 
ard biographical dictionaries. How many the minor 
phases, particularly Fr. Ryan’s association with the 
Knights the Golden Circle, may imaginary would 
difficult assess. The book reads easily and smooth- 
but does not rise dramatic heights. Reflecting 
does complete sympathy with the Southern cause 
and balancing the accounts young people customarily 
meet, makes acceptable collateral reading for Ameri- 
can history classes. Indexed. 
The Schofield book limited the political phases 
the Happy Warrior’s life. reviews briefly the poverty 
which his family lived after his father’s death, his 
courtship and marriage, and goes into some detail about 
his initiation into politics and appointments office. 
Reforms initiated are also covered, well his 
campaigns for the presidency. His reply Charles Mar- 
shall’s charge the Atlantic Monthly that good 
Catholic could not good president quoted 
length. Like the foregoing title, this makes better sup- 
plementary reading than recreational fare. 


Armed Services Library 
Viking. Apr. illus. $2.00. 


Daugherty, Charles Michael 
The Army from Civilian Soldier 


Hammond, Cleon 
The Marine Corps from Civilian 
Paxton, Glenn 
The Coast Guard from Civilian Coast 
Guardsman 


Though covering much the same kind information 
for the different services, these three volumes show 
satisfactory variation approach presentation. 
All review training fundamentals for their branch, com- 
bat training, life camp, the history the service, 
choices available types enlistment, suggestions for 
further reading, and index. Captain Daugherty, how- 
ever, follows mythical Joe from the time receives 
his notice report, through processing, Officers’ Candi- 
date School, with side trips following his buddies who 
elected the airborne division, Diesel Repair, and serv- 
ive overseas. Colonel Hammond uses impersonal, 
expository technique. Lieutenant Paxton’s friendly 
approach. None informal and immediate 
Evers’ Selective Service (Best Sellers, November 
15, 1957); they differ also concentrating upon the 
actual training period rather than the before-and- 
after service which the principal feature the latter 


179p. 
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Bailey Coombs Coy Cousins Crehan 


book. Reading these volumes (two more are promised: 
Air Force and Navy) should help young men reach 
decision the type enlistment best for them, and 
the particular service into which they will fit best. The 
price surprisingly modest for well-bound cloth- 
covered book. 


Bailey, Bernardine Paris, Love You 


Dodd. Feb. 24,1958. 244p. $2.75. 

Next attending the Sorbonne, what could better 
than eyewitness account not only the famous 
university but also Paris and the 
aplenty await readers who follow Brenda 
American friend Shirley during their junior year the 
Sorbonne. The year hard work was made bit 
lighter chance meeting with two American men, 
also Paris for study. All four got know the city 
and its people, and the year passed all too soon for two 
charming couples, but not before Paris and its spring 
glamour had its effect Brenda. The book informa- 
tive. Chief places interest and importance are 
least mentioned. The descriptions, neither too detailed 
nor too sketchy, will taken stride the reading- 
for-romance girl, and some the information may 


stick. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
St. Joseph Memorial Junior High 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 


Coombs, Charles Ira Mystery Satellite 
Westminster. Mar. 24,1958. 160p. $2.95. 

There have been seven failures putting into space 
test satellite which was hoped would provide 
basis for three-cornered world-wide relay station. Re- 
mained only the eighth and last trial allowed the 
huge commercial companies financing the project. Since 
three trials had failed exactly miles the air, 
sabotage was suspected. How two teenaged boys, 
girl, and young reporter discovered the island-based 
station which was jamming the satellite’s guidance sys- 
tem makes the story. But precisely who the culprits 
were and why they wished wreck the project never 
made clear. Much the detail the story sound, 
accurate, but not overwhelming technology; and the 
central idea such station seems well within the 
bounds scientific possibility. The plot becomes bit 
exaggerated and talky times. since the girl 
contributes little but bait for girl readers, one could 
wish she had been omitted. Nevertheless, the story 
much more realistic than most space satellite fiction. 
Written the author Rockets, Missiles and Moons 
(Best Sellers, October 15, 1957), this light reading 


for slow readers junior high. 


Harold The Americans 
Illustrations William Moyers. Little. Feb. 24, 1958. 
328p. $4.50. 

lively survey American history, largely social 
emphasis but with skillful and tactful reference 
political, economic and racial phases, which stretches 
from the founding Virginia the jet age, concluding 
with appeal Americans “shuck off old race 
attitudes.” The historical periods are well chosen for 


Best SELLERs 


their significance and human interest, and the com. 
pression 350 years compact and yet colorful. 
occasional dry remark jolts the reader into fresh ap. 
preciation the situation under discussion. More 
joyable, perhaps, the reader who already pos 
session the skeletal facts American history, this 
nevertheless frequently interjects information unlikely 
found the average textbook, and particularly 
sound tracing the relationships between successive 
eras. weakness may discovered the tendency 
generalize and offer single condition era 
place for the widely variagated patterns that existed 
the United States. However, picture the way 
Americans lived certain important dates still comes 
through vividly. Excellent collateral reading for junior 
high and up. Has reading list and index. 


Cousins, Margaret 

Were There the Battle the Alamo 
Illustrated Nicholas Eggenhofer. Grosset. Mar. 17, 
1958. 180p. $1.95. 
When 12-year-old Will Campbell Nacogdoches 
lowed his older brother and Colonel Davy Crockett 
San Antonio, got there time take part the 
fatal battle the Alamo which 175 “Texians” were 
wiped out Santa Anna’s 4,000 men. Will, who had 
been assigned guard the women and children the 
Alamo, got his chance fight month later under 
General Sam Houston when Santa Anna was roundly 
defeated the San Jacinto River. Told young Will, 
the story has good flavor and smoothly weaves the 
youngster’s loyalties, devotion his brother and likable 
personality into the bigger framework the battle, its 
frenzy and hopelessness. Unlike some the titles 
this series, the youth’s part the battle not over 
played. Historical consultant was Walter Prescott 
Webb. The black and white illustrations are lively 
and character. For 6-9th-grade readers this should 
prove entertaining and pleasantly instructive. 


Crehan, Fern The Days Before Yesterday 

Illustrated Charles Walker. Dodd. Mar. 17, 1958. 

206p. $3.00. 

account the author’s life Ohio farm where 

she and her dad went live with her father’s parents 

after the death her mother. Only six years old 

the time and not too well acquainted with her 
parents, she was little apprehensive about leaving 

everything familiar. However, she found her 

parents truly understanding and always ready 

swer her multitude questions. Life the farm held 

its excitement for the little girl from the very first day 

when her grandmother taught her bake cookies 

Then there was exhausting day market, the 
citement butchering pigs, the all-day Sunday visits 

relatives, visit the track where 75-year-old 

father had entered his trotting horse. When she had 

lived the farm less than six months she was firmly 

fixed small cog the machinery. The age the 

child precludes general interest among adolescent 
but will have nostalgic appeal for some 


readers. 
Hilda Meyer, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 
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Twelve Days ’til Trenton 


Duncan, John 
155p. $3.00. (Whittlesey 


McGraw. Feb. 14, 1958. 
House book) 

intriguing historical adventure for teenagers makes 
exciting correlative reading with lessons about George 
Washington’s famous crossing the Delaware and his 
capture the unwary Hessians Trenton Christ- 
mas Day. The days before the actual march indicated 
many men were inclined desert because extreme 
physical hardships they had endure. For some war 
was new thing and the grimness all almost froze 
them the spot. Once patriotism and valor had been 
aroused, especially when the marching line, they 
moved great things under the leadership one 
who insisted they were battling for the right. This was 
true, well, young Mat Dolibear whom Washington 
commissioned carry out some puzzling orders. Being 
true one’s word, taking responsibility and shoulder- 
ing it, especially when apparent reason given, 
the great lesson learned from this story. There 
gratifying picture the Commander-in-Chief 
and his contacts with young Mat, through whose eyes 
watch the events take place. 


Sister Ildephonse, S.S.N.D. 


The Great Cross 
Sheed. Jan. 29, 1958. 


Holland, Thomas 

Drawings Donald Bolognese. 
212p. $3.25. 

large measure adventure the high seas—a good 
old staple for boy’s adventure—is mixed this story 
with many other seasonings, such riding with Spanish 
gauchos, fighting pirate gangs, sneaking through under- 
rivers, and escaping mutiny sea. all 
this attractive fare, Father Holland has added some 
spiritual food integral part the story. Central 
problem the story the return magnificent cross 
altar the New World whence sacrilegious 
pirates had removed years before. The 12-year-old 
English lad, Raymond Trevitho, finds not only how 
important the faith his mother’s Spanish family 
but also that the English first mate, though suspicious 
all Romish practices, remains loyal through all tribu- 
lations. Though related young Raymond, girls 
the teen set will find that his cousin Dolores figures 
most the adventures, well their aunt and grand- 
mother, respectively crack markswoman and cele- 


brated bull fighter. 


This type story should necessary addition 
Catholic library and invaluable one public school 
shelves presentation Spanish colonial life 
friendly setting. Its only fault attempt put too 
many situations into involved plot. Father Holland 
should write more stories adventure and faith. 


Hilda Meyer 


Jean Lee Stage, Mr. Jefferson! 
Edward Shenton. Harper. Apr. 1958. 206p. 


The Newbery-winning author Carry on, Mr. Bow- 
ditch has given another lively, entertaining story- 
biography famous American. Beginning with 
Joseph Jefferson III’s tenth year, she carries him through 
the barnstorming period with his parents until his 


triumph London Rip Van Winkle, years later. 
Very graphic the account hardships endured 
the tours Chicago, Galena, Pekin, Mobile (where 
his father died yellow fever, leaving him the 
man the family), New Orleans, Mexico. And his 
early failures, both actor and manager, are not 
minimized. From the mass information available 
about her subject, the author has worked out very 
successful sequence, subordinating certain phases 
Jefferson’s life such his success with Sothern 
Laura Keen’s company, play the more spectacu- 
lar and long-lasting success Rip. Other incidents 
are omitted altogether, e.g., Jefferson’s study Europe 
1856. sources are quoted, fact which leaves 
the adult reader wondering the charming episode 
attributed the ten-year-old Joe and one Abraham 
Lincoln Springfield authentic, and hoping that 
is. very pleasing personality emerges, with slighter 
mention other famous people the era, the acting 
Booths particularly. One point might have been made 
clearer: this reader could not discover that are told 
that Charles Burke, the boy Joseph calls “son,” 
really Joe III’s half-brother. 


Lawson, Pitch Dark and Moon 
Crowell. 214p. $2.75. 


knowledgeable story the Coast Guard service 
Lake Huron the vehicle for tale smuggling, mild 
conflict between junior members the Corps, and the 
winning citation 18-year-old Kel Howard. Kel 
was the official investigation the unidentified 
craft which sailed the lake without lights, but his cita- 
tion after the culprits were caught came from what 
contributed through private searches. The account 
Coast Guard routines and performance seems authentic 
and decidely interesting. The all-male caste 
cleancut Guardsmen and typical villagers will appeal 
boys. The hotheaded Kel who has difficulty making 
his rating because does not seem keep out 
trouble long enough will arouse sympathy junior high 
readers either sex. Simply told, the story has good 
pace and good detail. 


The Conquest Space 


Willy 


Paintings Chesley Bonestell; drawing Willy Ley. 
ing. 160p. $4.95. 

This the ninth printing popular book first pub- 
lished 1949. Chesley Bonestell’s colorful, dramatic 
and highly descriptive paintings are stunning ever; 
the author’s drawings, graphs and tables, plus clearly 
phrased text, illuminating and compelling before 
scores other authors got into the act. For the most 
part, the text identical with the original printing. 
occasional reference post-1949 events occurs, 
such mention Russia’s two satellites. Tables 
planets and satellites with their known characteristics 
are helpful. initial chapter rocket building and 
orbiting both interesting and informative. The chap- 
ters the moon and the planets review historical find- 
ings and present knowledge, and correct many incau- 
tiously phrased statements found other works. And 
the discussion planetoids, while rather more special 
and detailed than the space enthusiast commonly needs, 
rounds off satisfactorily his knowledge our solar sys- 
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tem. School libraries look upon this handsome volume 
basic addition their collection. 


Lesseps, Builder Suez 


Long, Laura 
Longmans. Mar. 


Decorations Clotilde Embree Funk. 
26,1958. 154p. $2.75. 

Headlines the past two years and the continuing 
struggle between Egypt and Israel over the Suez Canal 
make this timely book for adolescents. Its subject’s 
deep-seated convictions, brilliant imagination, drive, 
charity, versatility and above all his ability handle 
people, truthfully depcted here, would make in- 
spirational reading any time. Story-biography, inter- 
larded with much easy, natural dialog, the story high- 
compressed but nevertheless reviews the important 
phases Lessep’s life from his birth 1805, the son 
French consul, his death 1894, his fortune 
dissipated, his reputation tarnished governmental 
trickery over the Panama Canal, but still Grand 
Francais the world’s heart. Emphasized throughout 
his love peace and his firm intention that the Suez 
Canal should perpetually neutral and thus con- 
tribute world stability and peace. Only brief final 
paragraph refers the present debacle: belongs 
the world still. For what other reason was ever 
built?” reference made the famous diplomat’s 
religion other than passing mention his mother’s 
rosary his hands. The author handles skillfully the 
irony Britain’s long-term and selfish blocking the 
Canal’s building, only have the first commercial 
vessel sailing through British ship, and have 
Disraeli eventually buying one-third its bonds 
which paid the holders 20-30%. The book reads easily 
and well, and the subject appropriate one bring 
young people’s attention. 


Montgomery, Rutherford The Silver Hills 
Illustrated Robert Frankenberg. World. Mar. 24, 1958. 
213p. $3.00. 

Once Virginia City (1860), didn’t take Darcy 
Hardy long find out that things weren’t what they 
should be. Learning that her father was ordinary 
laborer the Nugget, his ex-partner’s mine, Darcy 
wasted time trying better matters. Motherly Anna 
Jorgensen, mistress the boarding house, and Timothy 
Goss, clever middle-aged lawyer, proved themselves 
friends more than once. Jimmie Deering, son the 
Nugget’s owner, tried too, only repulsed tem- 
peramental Darcy’s accusations against his father. And 
so, instead the help she hoped be, Darcy many 
times complicated matters. cave-in the Nugget 
brought about change and opened new possibili- 
ties for the Defender, the mine Darcy’s father had come 
Virginia City work. Light-weight but exhilarating, 
this story should appeal the adventure-craving teen- 
ager. should Frankenberg’s 
trations which clearly portray some the more drama- 
tic scenes this raipdly moving story mine owner’s 
greed and mine workers’ hardships. 

Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Charlton Big Caesar 


Illustrated Joseph Krush. Houghton. Mar. 28, 1958. 
118p. $2.75. 


Long Montgomery Ogburn Olds Roark 


Best 


Using his customary pattern small canvas, sensitive 
portrayal lonely, uncertain teenager, and plo 
dealing with conflict arising from elemental causes, the 
author White Falcon and The Bridge gives here 
youth who overhauled the ancient, huge truck his 
dead father once drove, order make pin mone 
before and after school hours. Uncomfortable 
the ridicule thought the truck excited, the 
veered between embarrassment with his 
and wild daydreaming about dramatically rescuing one 
them, the beautiful, friendly Millicent. When the 
blizzard struck, his matter-of-fact rescue scores 
stalled mortorists was more dashing than any his 
daydreams. But when discovered that 
thought she was love with young married teacher, 
his dreams turned ashes. was Big Caesar who 
helped him look his problem reasonably, under. 
stand both iMllicent and the teacher, and orient his 
future more mature goal. The pages describing the 
storm are stirring; the delineation the boy’s feeling 
and the girl’s wisdom dealing with them, very sound. 
Keynote the boy’s emotional maturing the 
mother’s statement: “There use telling you 
how young you still are—or Millicent either. 
don’t have old know how wha 
comes first growing up—before you learn how 
live with suffering.” Beautifully written. 


Olds, Helen Diehl Detour for 
Messner. Mar. 13,1958. 189p. $2.95. 

Ten Saturdays’ work the accident ward 
for traffic violation was not too bad. Worse 
the loss physics notebook near-collision jus 
before. Robert Wakefield had been banking that 
notebook earn him college scholarship. And 
scholarship for Robert meant college for his sister 
also. Poor Meg had all she could with the Driver 
Education course she was required take. Driving 
theory and practice dummy controls were more 
less fun; but actual driving the road was terror 
cause Meg’s father had been killed automobile 
accident. Then, there was Scott Williams, the 
man with the twisted arm, whom Meg met while she 
was doing volunteer work the hospital. The victim 
hit-and-run driver, his hopes and aspirations 
ward acting career were forever shattered. Mystery} 
and suspense lead solution and relief this 
about safe driving. Young people who feel they 
not live today’s world without car may get some 


ideas from it. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 

Roark, Garland 
Captain Thomas Fenlon, Master 
Messner. Mar. 17,1958. 192p. $2.95. 
The author spent several months getting material 
90-year-old Captain Fenlon, retired sea captain. 
orphan, Thomas ran away twelve work 
serving first stable-hand care mules used 
the Erie Canal, then mule driver and eventually 
steersman. His next job was pirate oyster 
schooner nearly lost his life falling from 
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nsitive during severe storm. Followed trip Rio 
yellow fever took the lives captain and all but 
es, the crew. The next voyage took him China, 
which six his friends died scurvy and the 
ship was attacked headhunters and later pirates. 
Worse still, his ship was rammed another and for 
terrifying days the two sailed locked together. 
matters worse, cholera struck and many the 
crew died before making port. But not all Tom Fen- 
luck was bad. was studying meantime, and 
the age became the youngest captain the 
Merchant Marine. Good reading for grades 7-10, the 
has great deal information about the sea and 
ships, filled with action and excitement, and 
holds the reader’s interest the last page. should 
particularly welcome readers sea stories. 


Nicholas McNelis, S.J., 
Cheverus High School, 
Portland, Maine 


Seth, Ronald The Spy and the Atom Gun 
Farrar. Feb. 17,1958. 152p. $2.75. (Ariel Books) 

The author departs here from his stories international 
intrigue about Captain Brian Grant introduce Geof- 


frey Martel, also the British Secret Service. 
stripped tale learn the successful removal 

light gun with atomic warhead from mythical little 

Curtain country, order that the Western World 
circumvent its use. Establishing dangerous con- 


tact with the Underground, Captain Martel tells 
the hair-raising sequence adventures embarked 
the course which several deaths occurred 
sides, brutal secret police were outwitted, and two 
boys played major role. The book 
And long way from being literature, but its fast pace, hair- 
brushes with death, and introduction the boys 
Driver into otherwise adult group actors will make 
popular with young people. 


Katherine Binney 

young This Union Cause; The Growth 
she Organized Labor America 


her customary clarity and skill summarization, 
the author here reviews labor’s long struggle for ade- 
compensation and the right organize, from 
AF. the process, she brings the reader’s 
attention the significance the change-over from 
craft industrial society, the roles played early 
trade societies and workingmen’s parties, the outstand- 

ing leaders (William Sylvis, Terence Powderly, 

Gompers, John Mitchell, William Green, John Lewis, 
Walter Reuther and George Meany), the chief strikes 
and their results, and attempts unionization both 
and successful. Throughout, her sympathy 
for the cause unionism, the I.W.W. excepted. 
Taft-Hartley Act deplored; the Wagner Act 
commended; the fact that racketeers have appeared 
time time acknowledged but not amplified. 
miss any reference the victory obtaining 
cost-of-living increase wages, and the 
goal profit-sharing. The over-view, pointing 


Seth Shippen Tunis Wibberley Calder —Orr 


problems, developments, relationships, and leader- 
ships, excellent. valuable book for supplementary 
reading American history and American problem 
classes, will also interest the thoughtful young person 
interested informing himself about fundamental 
phase American society. 


Tunis, John Roberts Schoolboy Johnson 
Morrow. Mar. 19,1958. 192p. $2.95. 
This story young pitcher upon whom the Dodgers 
were depending for the pennant almost exciting 
real baseball game. Tunis has brought his usual 
skill and insight into character into play describes 
the Dodgers and their opposing teams play ball. Slowly, 
makes Schoolboy master his temper and, under the 
guidance Speedy, veteran player whom Schoolboy 
scorns first, becomes pitcher and man. takes 
serious accident, element romance and old 
Speedy’s constant advice and support work the 
changes Schoolboy and win the pennant. Tunis 
tells the story well, hardly omitting thrilling play 
foul ball, scream applause derision from the 
stands. Here another title add his long list 
excellent sports stories. 

Sister Angelissie, 

West Side Central Catholic S., 

Kingston, Pennsylvania 


Wibberley, Leonard Black Tiger Mans; 
Patrick O’Connor 
Washburn. Mar. 26,1958. 152p. $2.75. 
diagrs. $3.45. 
this fast moving sequel, Woody Hartford, bride- 
groom, went back into racing Sebring, Florida. Faced 
with the predicament having good car and 
driver after Peters went down under heat stroke, 
Woody put himself the race, driving Peter’s three- 
hour stretch and winning the last five minutes 
12-hour race. Then promote sales their Black 
Tiger Woody and his partner, Worms, got financial 
help enter the most grueling race all Mans 
outside Paris. Working with the sales manager the 
Black Tiger factory, Woody and Worms teamed 
with three others form three-car team that Mer- 
cedes, D-Jags, Ferrari, Maserati cars would have beat. 
Here the interest rises exciting ending which the 
reader cannot foresee. Like the two previous books 
this series, Black Tiger and Mexican Road Race, this 
book highly suspenseful. certainly going 
popular with younger high school boys. Since the 
author shows thorough knowledge the two racing 
tracks, Sebring and Mans, boys can learn something 
about the preparation and training the daring drivers 
who face danger every turn these trying races. 


Nicholas McNelis, 
World Series 
Garden City Books. Mar. 20, 1958. 69p., colored illus., 
Calder, Ritchie Wonderful World Medicine 
Orr, John Boyd 
Wonderful World Food, the Substance 
Life 


Calder Orr 


Well written and profusely illustrated colorful, de- 
scriptive drawings, these books are worthy additions 
their series, and excellent introductions their subjects 
for both young and old. The book medicine begins 
with the witch doctor who not unnaturally ascribed 
disease supernatural causes but who nevertheless 
gradually acquired stock medical knowledge which 
was passed succeeding generations. The slow ad- 
vance knowledge modern times carefully 
traced, and the spectacular increases recent cen- 
turies, phase phase, concerning the bones, muscles, 
blood, glands, nerves and genes. After which, pioneers 
discovery are introduced. The book concludes with 
discussion public health and the work the 
World Health Organization. (It might mentioned 
passing that the caption for the section genes, i.e., 
“Atoms Life,” misleading, and that the labeling 
single penicillin spore” confusing.) 


BEST SELLERS 
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UNIVERSITY 


The book food reviews the religious, social, 
and military aspects man’s attempts keep 
fed, from stone age man who scattered grains 
thank offering and thereby produced crop 
changed his nomadic society agrarian one, 
latest food sources and advances preserving 
transporting food. the recital, cause-and-effect 
coinage, world travel and trade, migrations, 
inventions, irrigation, and the production 
and hybrids are brought out. Both volumes cover 


great deal territory, offer vitally interesting 18, 
and are attractive, inviting surveys. Highly recom 


mended. 
Sister Maria Lawrence, 
Biology Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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